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Part I.  

 

Title: Global Summit on Sustainability 

Authors: Katia Levintova, Kevin Vonck, Terri Johnson and Denise Scheberle 

Discipline: Political Science, Environmental Studies 

Date: 3/2/2009 

 

Course Names: American Government & Politics and Global Politics & Society 

 

Course Descriptions: Both classes are large, introductory survey classes that are part of the general education program and 

satisfy social studies and other culture general education requirements.  

 

Global Politics explores political power and human connections on a global scale. The course covers concepts and ideas on the 

interaction of governments, organizations, and peoples across regions, cultures, and communities. The course helps students 

develop a global outlook on their future prospects as citizens and professionals in a globalized world.  

 

American Government covers the institutions and political processes of American national government and the nature of 

political analysis; the Constitution, ideological and cultural bases of American politics; the role of political parties, elections and 

interest groups; policy-making processes in the Congress, the presidency and courts.  Both classes share common learning 

outcomes:  that students have a better understanding of their own citizenship, the U.S. role in the world and what it means to 

be civically engaged (see below).   

 

Both classes enroll up to 120 students (mostly freshman).  Both classes are offered each semester, and usually have multiple 

sections each semester.  Every major is represented in a typical student population with overwhelming majority of students 

majoring in fields other than political science. These courses, however, also represent gateway courses for the political science 

discipline.  The dominant learning environment for these courses is large, technology-equipped lecture hall.  

 

Executive Summary:  

 

The goals of introductory political science courses are not only to equip students with the fundamental knowledge about our 

discipline (that is about political processes at home and on the international level), but to give students a set of important skills, 

including political engagement, meaningful political citizenship (efficacy and agency), critical thinking, cultural empathy and 

respect for diversity (both domestic and global). To this end, four faculty members in Public and Environmental Affairs (Terri 

Johnson, Denise Scheberle, Kevin Vonck, and Katia Levintova) devised, piloted and refashioned a Global Summit on 

Sustainability.  The summit pilot (Spring 2008) involved two sections of American Government (approximately 200 students) 

and one section of Global Politics (120 students).  
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The lesson study involved 29 student teams role-playing countries in a summit designed to adopt a global resolution on 

sustainability.  Prior to the Global Summit session, a pre-Summit session was held.  During pre-Summit students selected their 

roles, received instructions, and agreed upon the schedule for assignment completion. During the Global Summit, the global 

resolution was adopted as a result of compromises and negotiations among country delegations.  Prior to the Global Summit, 

students researched their assigned country‘s environmental, social, economic, and political problems that pertained to 

sustainable development. They also learned about the role their country played in international sustainable development efforts 

and international affairs in general. Each country delegation had to come up with a UN-like resolution on sustainable 

development which both addressed national needs and priorities and had a reasonable chance of being a framework for the 

global policy on sustainability. Preliminary negotiations started as soon as a resolution was approved by the delegation and 

posted on a D2L website created specially for the Summit. Students had one or two summit work days in class, but their work 

also took place outside the class as they worked in teams, and also on-line. The learning objective was for students to come 

away from the Summit empowered as citizens, with an increased understanding of and appreciation for global citizenship, 

domestic and global negotiations and policy-making, knowledgeable about their own country and the complexities of the world.  

 

The Global Summit pilot (Spring 2008) and the slightly revised Global Summit (Fall 2008) increased students‘ appreciation for 

global citizenship.  Students perceived improved skills supportive of effective citizenship (negotiation and empathy). The 

change was measured through a survey instrument developed specifically for the Summit as well as observations of face-to-

face and virtual (D2L) behavior and dialogues before and during the Summit and content analysis of quick reaction papers and 

longer (required) reflection papers. Most significantly, we detected the difference in means between the pre-Summit and post-

Summit surveys, with the questions‘ means increasing or decreasing in response to participation in the Summit. Qualitative 

content analysis of student written assignments also revealed increased sophistication in global thinking and negotiations skills. 
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Part II:  

 

A. How to Teach the Lesson 

 

The Global Summit is a semester-long learning activity which keeps students engaged in the course material and is suitable for 

International Relations, Global Studies, International Law and Organizations/Global Governance as well as introductory US 

government, Public Policy and Environmental Policy classes.  

 

Pre-Lesson (pre pre-Summit) approximate time needed: 3 weeks 

 

The major component of the lesson is devising and often tweaking the format, rules, and role descriptions for the Summit (see 

Appendix I). The team members or individual instructors should meet about 3 weeks prior to the first pre-Summit and select 

the number and list of countries participating in the Summit (see Appendix II for our most recent list1), work on creating a list 

of general and country specific resources, including references to the CIA World Factbook, UN and World Bank documents, BBC 

and Library of Congress country profiles, etc. for each country (see Appendix III for a sample of country resources) as well as 

distribute each country‘s monetary resources ―available‖ for global sustainability (see Appendix IV), and determine the ways in 

which students will select their countries (voluntary first come, first served or arbitrary assignment of students to countries by 

instructors).  

 

Once the format and rules of the Global Summit on Sustainable Development simulation have been established, instructors 

need to engage in several logistical tasks.  

 

The first and easier task is administering signup sheets to students (if the signup is voluntary). In large lecture-hall classes, 

first-come, first served technique is often impossible, so we compensate for it by either using clickers to fill out particular 

countries or by first asking students with strong preferences to email instructor and then circulating the sign-up sheet in class 

for a couple of times. Ideally, because it is a group project, instructors would want to have a very accurate record of country 

delegates so that the group‘s cohesion and, more importantly, output is not compromised by a ―missing person.‖  Moreover, 

having an accurate count ensures the success of the distribution of duties for group members during the pre-Summit.  

 

Another, more time-consuming task is setting up the D2L website for the Global Summit which should contain papers of all 

instructions and documents, discussion areas for each country (private and public), and places to ask questions and post both 

resolutions and press releases. As a point of advice, instructors should anticipate setting private alliance discussion boards once 

countries join each others as signatories and/or co-sponsors of joint resolutions (see Appendix V for the ―Table of Contents‖ of 

Global Summit D2L Content and Discussions pages). 

 

                                                 
1 We recommend to strive for the balance between developed and developing, resource-rich and resource-poor, pro-Western and independent countries; the 
number of countries would depend on the number of students participating (usually each country delegation has 6-8 members). 
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Concurrent with the creation of the D2L website, instructors should assemble instruction packages for each country delegation 

(including important information, monetary resources, and country delegation ballots/role assignments which students would 

have to fill out at the pre-Summit), country signs for tables, and welcoming signs for the pre-Summit event. At this point the 

teaching team or individual instructors should also order poster boards and any other supplies necessary for the pre-Summit. 

Among the important things to remember at this stage is reserving a room and ensuring correct setup which should include 30 

tables, enough chairs to sit all participating students, computer and projector with good sound (see Appendix VI for Global pre-

Summit setup).  

 

Finally, instructors should also prepare instructional powerpoint presentation (timed and recorded) that would introduce the 

Summit and create specific Summit atmosphere. We traditionally included videos from UN tours and Pangea Day‘s national 

anthems to visualize the Summit‘s spirit as well as a short video with advice from past participants and pictures from previous 

Summits. The powerpoint presentation (about 20-25 minutes) could be posted on D2L for those students who might miss the 

pre-Summit due to legitimate reasons. Invariably, some students will not be able to participate in the Summit project. In 

general, our approach was to be more lenient if the students would have to miss the pre-Summit; in this case, they needed to 

let their group members know and then be content with whatever role their team assigned to them. After all, there are ample 

opportunities for everybody to participate between the pre-Summit and the actual Summit. But if a student could not attend 

the actual Summit, he/she was given alternative assignment (see Appendix VII for alternative assignment description). 

 

While instructor(s) do the bulk of work before the pre-Summit, students need to: (1) signup for the country; (2) familiarize 

themselves with the D2L site; and (3) start preliminary (and very general) research about their assigned country. 

 

Pre-Summit (approximate time 4 hours) 

 

Before students are assembled for the pre-Summit, instructors need to place welcoming signs near the room, check the 

equipment, and place country signs, instruction packets, and poster boards on particular country tables. Students need to be 

assisted in finding their table as many of them will be meeting their team members for the first time. It is recommended that 

instructors go around the room and check if all signed up students are presents and tell  delegations if their missing members 

are absent for  legitimate reasons and would still be participating (i.e., students who are present need to assign them roles) or 

if their delegation will function in a truncated format, necessitating performance of the  ―double-duties.‖ 

 

After the powerpoint introduction, students work in their respective delegations, reading instructions, discussing assignment 

and filling out country ballots (see Appendix VIII). Instructors might want to go around the room and ensure that all 

delegations understand instructions and to remind them to submit country ballots. After the event, submitted ballots need to be 

double-checked for accuracy, scanned and placed on D2L for all group members to see their assigned roles and contact the 

non-performing members of the country delegations. 

 

Between Pre-Summit and the Summit (4–5) weeks 
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After the pre-Summit students start communicating with each other via D2L. In about 2-3 weeks ambassadors are required to 

post national resolutions on sustainable development, but preparing this document requires work and contribution from the 

entire delegation. To facilitate smooth work of the delegation, instructors are advised to have a Summit workday in class almost 

immediately after the pre-Summit; during the workday delegations meet and discuss resolution drafts and determine deadlines 

for individual contributions to both resolution and the poster. Environmental scientists, human rights commissioners, chief 

economists and deputy ambassadors clearly need to do their research prior to finalizing the country‘s resolution on sustainable 

development and its posting. The PR person has to start working on the poster and also monitor the progress of the project as 

he/she needs to produce a poster which would present the assigned country‘s policies and accomplishments on sustainability. 

Concurrent with the writing of country formal resolutions to be submitted to UN, press secretary starts issuing press releases or 

newspaper articles detailing the process on D2L.  

 

After the draft resolutions are posted on D2L, the process of negotiations starts in earnest. Groups utilize country discussion 

boards to approach other countries with similar resolutions and/or real-world allies. This is the most exciting part of the project, 

but also the one that requires constant monitoring from the instructor(s), since traditionally tempers have flared up and some 

―conflicts‖ emerged. The larger the alliance becomes, the more difficult the negotiations, since more and more national 

interests need to be reconciled and compromises found. To diffuse some of these tensions, speed up negotiations, and give 

students chance to put final touches on poster boards (as well as to double-check on all delegations are once), it is 

recommended that instructor(s) hold another in-class Summit workday closer to the time of the actual Summit. During this 

time, instructors can also give students last minute instructions, advice, and encouragements (see Appendix IX). 

 

Logistically prior to the Global Summit, instructors should reserve a room which should be set up slightly differently than the 

pre-Summit arrangements. In particular, there should be a ―quiet room‖ reserved for ―high profile‖ negotiations and accessible 

only to the ambassadorial staff (see Appendix X). A powerpoint presentation with timed slide transitions signaling various 

phases of the Summit, especially media breaks, start of negotiations, and voting for the posters, should be prepared. The 

powerpoint should run for about 2 hours, i.e., duration of the Summit. Instructors should also prepare ballots for voting on the 

best posters and teams (see Appendix XI) and badges (Ambassador, Deputy, Negotiator, Scientist, PR, Press Secretary, Human 

Rights Commissioner, Chief Economist) for each delegation. 

 

Global Summit on Sustainability (approximately 4-5 hours) 

 

The first time we held the Summit, we were surprised that the students showed up 3-4 hours prior to the beginning of the 

Summit to get the best location for their country; some informal negotiations also took place during this time. Many students 

will be very creative, bringing not only their poster boards, but various props and even ―national‖ food to help secure allies.  

 

While the students are setting up their tables, instructors need to make final preparations for the summit – get welcoming 

signs, sign-up stations, usher students in, check equipment and answer last minute questions. 
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The Summit should start promptly at its designated time. We have asked a high profile guest (provost or dean) to address the 

gathering and set the tone for the next two hours. For the point-by-point instructions, see Appendix XII and Appendix I 

(Summit timetable). 

 

At the end of the Summit, the Global Resolution with the strongest support emerges, winning alliance is recognized and voting 

results in 5 competitions are collected by using clickers or paper ballots. After the awards ceremony, instructors need to fill out 

certificates for winners (5) and any discretionary awards recognizing best teams to be presented during next class. 

 

 

After the Summit (approximately 2 weeks) 

 

At the class meeting immediately after the Summit, it is recommended that instructors ask for anonymous reactions to the 

following questions which usually reveal the level of students‘ satisfaction with the event and is another indicator of 

unrehearsed learning outcomes. These quick, five-minute anonymous reaction papers give instructors objective evaluation of 

the Summit and usually produce more diverse opinions about the meaning of a summit to individual students. Instructors might 

ask students for their responses to the following prompts: (1) Should we keep the Summit?; (2) What‘s the most important 

lesson you learned? (3) What worked? What needs improvement? (4) If this is your second Summit, was it better/worse this 

time? These reactions are also useful for subsequent debriefing.  

 

During the debriefing, after asking for students‘ reactions, instructors might stress the following themes that usually emerge 

from the Summit: (1) presence of both conflict and cooperation in (global/domestic) politics; (2) importance of diplomatic 

finesse/negotiating skills and ideas in politics (not just brute force or money); (3) importance of all countries (legal equality of 

states); (4)  more empowerment through UN for Global South countries if they cooperate, hence more support for the UN in 

the Global South; (5) discussion of three Es of sustainability (what is more important equity, economy or environment and can 

sustainable development be achieved without each of those?); (6) national priorities vs global spirit – what is the right balance; 

(7) discussion of monetary/economic disparities and their meaning for global cooperation; (8) reform of global institutions to 

achieve diversity of global voices; (9) interconnectedness and complex interdependence; (10) game theory of international 

relations and global politics (importance of rules, who sets the rules and how rules structure behavior); (11) imperative nature 

of global citizenship or at least awareness and appreciation of multiple perspectives to be successful and competitive in global 

society and becoming a better judge of domestic policies.  The class session ends with the awards ceremony for winning 

delegations. This provides a fitting public closure to the project. Afterwards the names of the awardees as well as the text of 

the winning joint resolution should be posted on D2L. To make the work on the posters more meaningful, it is also 

recommended that the country posters be displayed in a common public area for a week or two (we rotated the posters after a 

week of display to make sure that all posters were shown). 

 

The final task of the Summit is the submission of individual student reflection papers, self- and group evaluations, and, if 

applicable, alternative assignments (Appendix XIII). Papers and evaluations can either be submitted in paper form in class or 
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electronically through D2L. When grading, instructors might want to assign 30% of the grade to participation, 30% to reflection 

paper, 30% to poster contribution and 10% to self- and group evaluations. 

 

 

B. Student Learning Goals 

 

The lesson is intended to foster several short-term and long-term goals, including the development of global civic knowledge 

and engagement, appreciation for intercultural knowledge and competence, and finally, practice of teamwork and problem 

solving. We identified these learning goals as the most important and teachable elements of fostering global and domestic 

citizenship in our classes. The reason we decided to pursue these outcomes was the belief that these skills and competencies 

will translate to any major and are especially important in a global society in which our students as global citizens will work and 

live. We also wanted to give students the first-hand understanding of political processes and the skills needed to resolve real 

global (and domestic) political conflicts through peaceful means. Our university has an environmental and interdisciplinary 

institutional profile, and our decision to illustrate the inner workings of global politics by creating a global resolution on 

sustainable development was also inspired by the internal institutional emphases. 

 

Among the particular skills and sensibilities we envisioned students developing as a result of this lesson were the realization of 

the complexities of global politics, difficulties of negotiations among actors with divergent historical backgrounds, economic 

capabilities, and international aspirations; we also wanted students to understand the tension between the national and 

international goals and the conflicting priorities that exists not only on the international plane, but also inside a particular 

country, with social justice, economic development, and environmental goals sometimes at odds. At the same time, we also 

wanted students to become empathetic towards other cultures and imagine the world from the standpoint of countries from the 

Middle East, Europe, Asia, Africa, or Latin America and see how the US might appear to other global citizens (the latter point 

was especially interesting to witness as students representing other countries frequently commented that they now understand 

why the US is not always perceived favorably around the world). Finally, we gave students a complex assignment without an a 

priori right or wrong answer which could only be completed by pulling together research and negotiation efforts of every 

member of the group. Importantly, even though students signed up to the groups (delegations) themselves, very often they did 

not know their future partners and had to figure out communications and group dynamics as the project progressed. Only once 

or twice there were some tensions among the group members. On the other hand, we often saw ―thanks for being a great 

group‖ comments in the post-Summit discussions on D2L. We gave students complete freedom to choose the roles at which 

they felt they could excel and provided only minimal supervision of the group work. Often we were impressed with how often 

the groups were meeting outside class, even when classes were cancelled to compensate for the extra work during the Summit. 

Indeed on the eve of the Summit, one could often hear students buzzing in various university hallways, discussing their 

strategies.  

 

Many of the skills and dispositions we were hoping to foster were unfolding before our own eyes. Students started to pay more 

attention to their assigned countries, often commenting that they did not know anything about countries like Kazakhstan (other 

than cultural stereotypes of the Borat movie), Georgia, or Nigeria, but they became interested and realized that these countries 
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have a set of environmental and economic problems, which although dire in their own right, are not unlike the problems the US 

faces (or faced). One student, in particular, became so interested in Nigeria that she chose this country for a different project in 

another class. Another student shared with one of the instructors that she did not know that Georgia was a country, but now 

discovered that it was a beautiful state with rich history and important strategic location. Others often shared interesting tidbits 

about their countries that even instructors did not know. During negotiations phase, the transformation into the country 

delegation was complete. Students started to represent the interests of their country and would not compromise even if it 

meant ―loosing‖ in the Summit. The ―quiet room‖ where ambassadors and negotiators tried to come up with joint resolutions 

was a great illustration of the empathy and passion for their assigned countries that participants developed. They truly cared 

for their countries and brought their countries‘ arguments to bear on final outcome. Money was an important but not a decisive 

factor in negotiations; achieving national and global sustainability goals were. The sign of how cohesive groups became was the 

frequent remark that students other than ambassadorial staff wanted to play more active roles during the actual Summit and 

contribute to the overall success of their country. 

 

The summit did achieve many of the goals we envisioned in the beginning (see next section). Quotes like ―Global summit 

became my life‖ and ―I feel the global summit made me a more informed and active global citizen and for that I am eternally 

grateful‖ speak to the power of the role playing active learning.  

 

 

C. How the Lesson Is Intended to Work  

 

Learning about global citizenship and acquiring citizenship-supporting skills of civic engagement, political efficacy, cultural 

empathy, respect for diversity, and ability to reconcile conflict and reach consensus through peaceful means, including debates, 

deliberations, and negotiations are increasingly recognized as essential liberal education goals (Mendel-Reyes 1998; Erhlich 

2000; Roades 2000; Colby et al. 2003; Colby et al.  2007; Farrah and O‘Connor 2008). Beyond the imperatives of effective 

participation in national democratic polity and, increasingly, a  global society, fostering citizenship and related skills also 

contributes to the development of what Fink (2003, 75) calls ―significant learning goals,‖ including ―practical thinking in which 

students solve problems and make decisions,‖  ―creative thinking, in which students imagine and create,‖ empathy/caring,  and 

human dimension of learning ( ―what can or should students learn about understanding and interacting with others‖). Other 

studies (Howard 1999; Broadbear 2003) also emphasized team work, collaboration, motivation and critical thinking as essential 

learning outcomes for success in a global society and a global labor market. And students themselves list ―international 

politics,‖ ―recognizing and analyzing connections in the world,‖  knowledge about ―how to make a world a better place,‖  

―environmental responsibility,‖ ―social skills‖, ―teamwork,‖ ―negotiation skills,‖ ability to ―cooperate,‖ ―interact with people from 

different areas,‖ ―appreciation for diversity,‖ and ―tolerance‖ as essential learning outcomes (Walker 2008, 51-52).  Even 

though these skills are not directly billed as supportive of effective global citizenship, they can very easily be construed as such.  

 

But what kind of learning needs to happen for global citizenship skills to flourish and ―significant learning goals‖ to materialize? 

Colby at al. (2007, 37), citing Verba,  Schlozman and Brady (1995), identified ―taking part in decision-making‖ and other ―high-

level organizational and communications skills‖ as the ―key activities that support the development of politically important 



 9 

skills.‖ Logically, proposed pedagogical strategies include student volunteering, community involvement, and service learning.  

Yet, civic (and often deliberately apolitical) engagement on a community level does not necessarily translate into meaningful 

political participation which extends beyond simply voting (Colby et al 2007; Colby 2008). Even more significantly for this 

project, such approach still leaves out the mechanisms for global political skills development.  

 

Viewed from this perspective, global citizenship skills are very difficult to achieve in large general education survey political 

science classes consisting of very diverse (in terms of college preparedness and academic aspirations) student populations with 

extremely limited familiarity or even awareness of global problems, let alone decision-making. Moreover, students in any large 

freshman survey classes struggle with mastering even the basic content due to ―poor listening, note taking, and synthesizing 

skills …. combined with  poor time management and poor self-discipline in first year [of] college‖ (Erickson and Strommer 1991, 

Chaplin 2007). In short, how can non-political science majors taking large general education classes learn about global politics, 

decision-making, or political engagement, when there are fundamental and ―structural differences between courses intended for 

[political science or global studies] majors  and the survey courses for non-majors‖ (DeCaprariis et al. 2001, 14; DeCaprariis 

1997). Indeed, how can students who are expected to listen to lectures -- rather than reason with each other about global 

issues, take global actions, or solve global problems -- and who complete multiple choice exams learn how global politics 

actually operates? Research on political engagement and participation as well as research on general educational outcomes of 

survey courses converge on one point: active learning exercises, real-world problem solving exercises, and simulations that 

often involve peer instruction2 can achieve both goals, making students care about subject matter, developing deeper learning 

and other essential skills, and providing them with meaningful equivalent of political participation  (DeCapratiis 2001; Kern 

2000; Lantis et al. 2001; Alessio  2004; Fuentes and Yedloutschnig, 2005; Habron and Dann 2003).3  

 

Our answer was to create a meaningful (and memorable) learning experience in which each student would play a role in the 

process of global policy making. To achieve this, we chose to engage students enrolled in three sections of introductory political 

science classes (American Government and Politics and Global Politics and Society) in a role playing simulation of Global 

Summit on Sustainable Development. While role playing presupposes improvisation according to a role, simulations themselves 

are predicated on set rules, guidelines and structured relationships (McKeachie 1994, 167; Bonwell and Eison 1991, 47 as cited 

in Kern, 2000, 9; Meyer and Jones 1993; Bean 1996; Southerland and Bonwell 1996). In large and elaborate role playing 

simulations students are usually assigned ―unique roles within a group [in our case, country delegation] as the group address a 

series of issues [e.g., global sustainability]‖ (Kern 2000, 9).  Among the outcomes of role playing simulations are increased 

students interest for a particular problem, ability to apply material learned in class to outside situations, ability to work as a 

member of team in solving real world problems,  and development of leadership skills (DeNeve and Heppner 1997, 234; Kern 

2000, 9). Global Summit on Sustainability as a role playing simulation also conforms to the definition of ―ill-structured problem‖ 

which has proven to be effective in promoting critical thinking  and creative thinking skills in so much as each country‘s position 

                                                 
2 DeCaprariis et al. (2001), citing Vygotsky (1962), Pigeot (1977), and Gallager and Reid (1981), insist on importance of peer instruction as an educational 
benefit. Indeed I too can see significant effects of peer instruction on citizenship, since the processes of peer instruction and democratic deliberations look very 
similar and require the same basic skills of listening, explanation, and persuasion.  
3 See http://www.carnegiefoundation.org/files/elibrary/educating_for_democracy/docs/index.html#IV, ―Research/Action Projects and 
Simulations‖ for existing examples of democratic governance simulations and other active learning projects.  

http://www.carnegiefoundation.org/files/elibrary/educating_for_democracy/docs/index.html#IV
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on sustainable development ―cannot be described with a high degree of completeness; cannot be solved with a high degree of 

certainty; experts often disagree about the best solution, even when the problem can be considered solved‖ (King and Kutchner 

1994, 11 as cited in Broadbear 2003, 3). Even more importantly, Global Sustainability Summit simulation by its very 

design/format should teach students cultural empathy, global environmental stewardship, and the art of negotiations, and instill 

in them the sense of global empowerment. By all accounts then, it is a suitable pedagogical strategy to try to achieve global 

political engagement and efficacy. And although there are many reports on and descriptions of the use of role playing 

simulations across academic fields as diverse as geology, accounting, history, economics, and political science, to date there is 

a dearth of studies systematically assessing the effectiveness of simulations in a classroom, especially simulations‘ ability to 

foster sense of global citizenship and other higher learning skills and competencies associated with it.  

 

Global Summit on Sustainability was run in 2 sections of US politics (maximum 240 students affected) and 1 section of Global 

Politics (120 students maximum). The assignment is book-ended by two large gatherings of students. During the pre-Summit 

students select their roles, receive instructions, and agree upon the schedule for assignment completion. Then during an actual 

Summit the global resolution adopted is the a result of compromise and negotiations among 28-29 countries. But the actual 

work takes place in between, when students research their assigned country‘s environmental, social, economic, and political 

problems as they pertain to sustainable development. They also learn about the role their country plays in international 

sustainability efforts and international affairs in general. In the end, a country‘s delegation has to come up with a UN-like 

resolution on sustainable development which should both address national needs and priorities and should have a reasonable 

chance of being includes as a framework for the global policy on sustainability. Preliminary negotiations start as soon as a 

resolution is approved by the delegation and posted on a D2L website created specially for the Summit. Students have 1 or 2 

summit work days in class, but the bulk of their work takes place outside the classroom. Our hope in devising this exercise was 

that students will come from the Summit empowered and steeped in the processes of domestic and global negotiations and 

policy-making, knowledgeable about their own country and the complexities of the world. In short, we wanted them to see how 

they can make a difference in the world and be better evaluators of policies. 
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Part III.  

 

Approach: 

 

Before the lesson, we hypothesized that having a Global Summit increases students‘ global citizenship and improves skills 

supportive of effective citizenship. The change can be measured through a survey instrument which was developed specifically 

for the Summit.  In addition to having control variables (military service and travel abroad), the survey asks students to rate 12 

statements/items dealing with global citizenship by using 5 point Lickert scale. We can also separate responses by gender and 

age. Below are the questions: 

 

1. I consider myself informed about global politics. 

2. Global politics plays only a small part in everyday life. 

3. Democracy requires citizens to regularly participate in government. 

4. Democracy requires citizens to be knowledgeable about their government. 

5. Global sustainability requires involvement of all nations. 

6. I feel confident discussing foreign policy. 

7. It is important for nations to reconcile differences. 

8. I enjoy having discussions with people whose ideas and values are different from my own. 

9. Learning about people from different cultures is an important part of my college education. 

10. I am confident I can communicate with people of a different culture or ethnicity. 

11. I feel that I can influence my own government. 

12. I feel that I can contribute to the global community. 

 

If the Global Summit makes a difference, as we suspect it does, we will see the difference in means between the pre-Summit 

and post-Summit surveys, with the question‘s mean increasing or decreasing in response to participation in the Summit. We 

also rely on the content analysis of student reflection papers and anonymous reactions/evaluations of the Summit as means of 

fleshing out substantive changes in Global citizenship, social skills, and overall development of students participating in this 

learning experience. 

  

 

Findings and Discussion: 

 

Observations at the Summit: 

 

Observations by the instructors during the pre-event and the summit for the pilot in spring 2008 were that most students were 

engaged, interactive and stimulated by the possibility of developing a resolution on global sustainability.  Many students (most 

notably those with major responsibilities, such as those role-playing ambassadors, negotiators and press contacts) were 
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exceedingly engaged and seemed to stay in character throughout the session.  Students applauded the leading resolutions and 

the news announcing that additional countries had signed on to a country‘s resolution or that a compromise had been reached.   

 

Many country delegation teams created impressive displays representing key facts about their country‘s political, cultural, 

economic, natural resource and environmental features.  Some country delegations brought food representing their country, 

products of their country, and dressed appropriately for their country.   

 

The mood in the large meeting facility (capacity 350) was positive; there was a lot of chatter among students.  The noise level 

was high (perhaps too high), and sometimes the process was chaotic.  Students offered very positive reflections, though these 

were not universally shared among all students.  Some students expressed concerns, which coincided with the observations 

during the lesson study. 

 

The Spring 2008 pilot revealed three concerns:   

 

1) The group size was too large (over 300 students participated).  Reducing the size would help the noise-level, ability to move 

in the room, and most important, reduce the size of the country‘s delegation, offering more ―active‖ roles for students. 

 

2) Country delegations should come from one class.  During the pilot, instructors (Terri, Katia and Denise) felt that mixing 

country delegations (taking 3-4 students from each of the three classes for each country) would further increase the 

collaboration students felt among classes.  However, the logistics proved cumbersome for students and instructors. 

 

3) Clearer instructions were needed for the Pre-Summit.  While most students understood the assignment, a significant portion 

did not.   

 

These concerns were addressed in the fall, by reducing the size of the group to just over 200 students, keeping country 

delegations within each class and by redoing the Pre-Summit.  We also recruited student teaching assistants who had been part 

of the pilot to work with students in the fall classes. 

 

Statistical Analysis of Survey Results: 

 

Descriptive statistics presented below (Tables 1-12) demonstrate the positive impact of the Summit on fostering global 

citizenship and supportive skills, with the number of students selecting responses indicative of global and domestic political 

efficacy and empathy increasing for each question in our survey.  

 

Analysis (Tables 13 and 14 below) of the pre-Summit and post-Summit means likewise shows statistically significant differences 

in several questions (paired-samples t-test) indicating measurable and systematic increase in global knowledge, citizenship, 

and empathy. 
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In order to see effects of the Global Summit on global empathy, efficacy/democracy and knowledge, we also created three 

grouped variables (scales, see Table 15). Global Summit is especially effective in improving global knowledge as demonstrated 

by Table 15. In other words, students become more informed about the global politics and more confident discussing foreign 

policy. 

 

Qualitative Data: 

 

Content analysis conducted on two student assignments, an anonymous reaction statement about the Global Summit and a 

reflection paper that was required of all students in each class, suggests that most students have a heightened understanding 

of global citizenship and an appreciation for international negotiation and compromise.  

 

Student reactions include the following statements about global citizenship:  

 

―Global citizenship means being aware of what's going on in all countries of the world.  It also means recognizing 

situations/problems in other parts of the world that we may be able to help with and then actually helping if necessary. 

 I believe that America does have a special role to fill in promoting global citizenship.‖ 

 

―Global citizenship to me means not only being aware of what's happening in the world but also being active in resolving 

issues affecting the globe. After all, we all inhabit this earth and we are all responsible for what's happening in it. I think 

that America should be one of the leaders in promoting global citizenship given that it is the current superpower and if 

other countries see us getting involved they'll feel more compelled to do the same.‖ 

 

―I think it means a great deal to be a global citizen. To me, that would entail being knowledgeable about other countries 

and their issues as well as our own country‘s issues. If we all knew about other countries problems we would be more 

entitled to help them out in times of need. We need to look at things as a whole. Our economy isn‘t just our problem; 

I‘m sure other countries economies are down because we are having troubles. Since all countries are so connected we 

all should be aware of the global situations.‖ 

 

―The way that I take this word is not lightly.  I believe that this implies that all countries and all people are supposed to 

be actively involved with the bettering and support of other countries and people.  I believe that we have lost touch with 

this, and we are all now focusing on bettering our own economy and relationships.‖ 

 

―To me, global citizenship means being involved and knowing what is going on around the globe and global concerns. 

America should set an example of promoting global citizenship, since they are the current superpower.‖ 

  

―This will probably sound simplistic, then again I think it is a simple idea that we all inhabit this earth and have a duty to 

preserve it, each other and our varied ideals, customs and beliefs.‖ 
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Especially in the American Government classes, these comments showed a marked improvement from in-class conversations 

about global citizenship.  Prior to the Global Summit experience, students were more likely to either not appreciate global 

citizenship or to see it as something not related to them.   

 

In the anonymous reaction statement submitted by students immediately after the Summit, results were encouraging. When 

asked to ―vote‖ (on paper ballots) whether to keep or eliminate the Summit, 95% of students in the Global Politics class (67 out 

of 72) opted to keep this assignment, while 90% of American Government students did (80 out of 89).   

 

Students were also asked to reflect on the Global Summit in a written assignment.  While these comments are not anonymous, 

they also illustrate a positive shift in the way many students view their own role as global citizens and international relations. 

 

―I‘ve never participated in anything like the Global Summit before, so it was interesting to see that the countries we 

were delegates for acted similar to how they would at a real UN global summit.  It was also interesting to see how 

countries acted towards each other based on global news that we all hear about.  For instance, we decided very early on 

who not to side with based on their position on nuclear energy.  This allowed us to save time not negotiating with 

countries that wanted to use nuclear energy.‖   

 

―The summit went better than I had envisioned it. I had consistent thoughts about how people wouldn‘t know what they 

were doing and nothing would have been accomplished. In all aspects the opposite happened. Every country was very 

out-spoken and outgoing. It all flowed together and everything that needed to be accomplished happened. Brazil was 

able to get a few signatories on our own, and then we decided to join the UK. With the UK, we were able to sign with 

many countries, and also include part of our resolution with theirs.‖ 

 

―In my opinion, Brazil fared very well for a developing country. We were able to side with an extremely powerful 

country, but still were able to keep the most part of our resolution. We made sure that deforestation, our main concern, 

was written into the main resolution. Brazil is still a developing country and because we don‘t have very much money, 

siding with the UK along with France was for our benefit. They will be able to fund us if we are in need.‖ 

  

―The Global Summit helped me understand some of the complexities of dealing with other countries.  When you have 

that many people from all over the world it‘s a wonder that anything gets done.  Negotiations must go smoothly for any 

resolution to be made, so compromises must be reached.  For compromises to be met countries have to get together 

and get along, which we all know doesn‘t always happen.  This mock UN meeting really opened my eyes as to how much 

foreign matters affect our country.  I hope that this activity is available to students in the future, and that it helps them 

as much as it has helped me.‖ 

 

―I for one learned what it means to be a global citizen. You have to consider the repercussions and impacts of your 

choices on other countries and societies. This forced us to have a more global mind. What is convenient and ideal for 

one nation isn‘t necessarily what is convenient and ideal for another nation. The summit showed the importance of 
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negotiations and compromise to achieve sustainability. I found the alliances that were made by some countries 

illustrated the concept of global interconnectedness quite well, because although you might not have necessarily 

considered some countries to be your allies, there were similar resolutions and goals to be found among very different 

nations.‖   

   

―All in all, I think that the global summit was a rewarding and entertaining assignment. Although it proved to be a 

challenge at times, I think the benefits were much greater than the deterrence‘s [sic] for participating fully in this 

assignment. I would suggest the continuation of this as a required component of this class, but make a few adjustments 

regarding clarity and time constraints. I found it to be very rewarding an informative, and I look forward to being able to 

interject my own thoughts and theories for promoting global sustainability in conversations to come. I feel more globally 

informed as a result of this project and I am going to take it‘s benefits for making me a more well rounded and 

conversant global member of society with me as I continue my interdisciplinary career through college.‖ 

 

―Personally, I don‘t know if I can say that I learned much about sustainability, but I can definitely say that it opened my 

eyes to a few things. Before the summit, I don‘t think that I would have found myself thinking about what one country 

may be saying to another country in order to get them to do whatever they want them to do. Now that I have 

participated in the global summit, I actually find myself thinking about these things, and even about what some 

countries may have to offer compared to other countries, and things as little as the geographical features of some 

countries, such as Australia‘s coral reefs.‖ 

 

―I learned a few things about global citizenship. Before this, I never really realized that everyone is a global citizen and 

can take part in being a global citizen. I also never really knew what global citizenship meant. Global citizenship means 

that you are aware of what is going on in the world. It also means you are aware of other countries' problems and 

issues, not just your own country. The news keeps us up to date in foreign affairs and things that are going on in other 

countries, as well as the internet. It is our duty as a global citizen to help those less fortunate than us. We can do our 

part in being a global citizen by just maybe donating to another country that has less than we do. Or we could join an 

organization for helping certain causes or even join the army. Things like that help out with other countries, rather than 

just our own.‖ 

 

―Other than learning about global citizenship, I also learned kind of how countries negotiate with each other. I never 

really realized how much work goes into forming an alliance. There are many aspects to be negotiated, and even if most 

needs are met, it still might not be enough. Negotiating is a huge part of making alliances. Overall I think I learned 

some very valuable things from the global summit.‖ 

 

―There are a lot more issues that go on around the world than I really thought had been going on. I also feel that to be 

more of a global citizen now countries have to be aware of the world as a global community, by both recognizing and 

fulfilling its global obligations, and recognizing the rights of others.‖ 
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―This activity has taught me a good deal about international relations.  The drama of the negotiations showed me just 

how much people can manage to argue about matters of little importance, especially considering that no one in the 

global summit had anything to gain or lose from the negotiations.  This demonstrated why there are so many tensions 

between different nations that never get resolved, even when many countries make robust attempts to solve their 

disputes.‖   

 

―My belief that being a good global citizen includes staying informed about what is occurring in the rest of the world and 

being knowledgeable about conditions in other countries was validated by this exercise.  I exercised this belief by 

advocating the inclusion of a provision to ensure clean water in our resolution, both out of concern for people without 

dependable water supplies and to get the support of delegations from countries where water is an important issue.  The 

information provided by other countries showed me just how much we need to work to achieve sustainability; the 

amount of oil consumed by the west and the lack of food and access to clean water in the rest of the world are the most 

appalling examples.  The extent of global inequalities was dramatically displayed by the differing amounts of money that 

different countries were given to use in their negotiations; Germany had many times as much as several other countries.  

This was a great way to learn just how inter connected the world is.‖ 

  

We believe that these quotes illustrate the increased student sophistication that comes from the Lesson Study.  This enhanced 

student understanding would have been difficult to achieve through ―normal‖ class assignments that did not put students in the 

position to role-play citizens of other countries and to try to reach consensus about global actions that promote sustainability.  

This real-life situation of intense bargaining, above and below-board negotiations and interactions put students in unique 

positions to appreciate the complexities of global struggles and international relationships.  Like the quantitative data, these 

student reflections indicate that many students did recognize global interdependence and interconnectedness, acquired global 

empathy and global knowledge, became more skilled at negotiations; and learned how to work in groups (both small and large) 

to produce collective result. (The segment entitled ―Qualitative Data‖ which follows the Tables 1-15 (below) contains additional 

representative samples of student reactions to the Global Summit, including both positive and more critical comments by 

country delegation.4)  

 

That is not to say that the Lesson Study worked for every student.  A small number of students (ranging from 5 to 8 percent in 

each class) preferred a ―traditional‖ assignment rather than what they saw to be a ―make-work‖ or ―frivolous‖ or ―confusing‖ 

activity.  Some students in this category expressed a strong preference for individual rather than group work.  Global 

citizenship is an easier concept for students in the Global Politics class (compared to American Government), and a few 

students in American Government argued that this was too far off-topic for the course.   

 

Overall, however, students expressed very positive attitudes to this project, many reporting that it was a highlight of their 

entire semester and several expressing willingness to participate in it again as voluntary teaching assistants.  The four 

instructors who participated in the Lesson Study strongly believe that this Lesson Study helps students understand the process 

                                                 
4 Qualitative data comes from two sections of Global Politics (Sp and Fall 08) and one section of US Government and Politics (Sp 08). 
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of politics and citizenship, and is a valuable addition to the learning experiences of students. This is an evolving project that has 

taken on a life of its own and exceeded our expectations. 

 

Further revisions to the lesson  

 

After running the summit the first time, we made several modifications to tailor the lesson to our student populations. (See the 

concerns noted above.)  In addition to the three concerns expressed in the findings section, we thought about involving more 

students during the actual Summit by organizing formal poster and delegation contest and vote (including formal nominating 

round/primary) and increasing the number of students allowed into the ―quiet room‖ for ambassadors. 

 

We also decreased the number of delegation from 12 to 8 and eliminated some redundant or disposable positions. All members 

of the delegation now come from the same class enabling more productive work during the Summit in-class workdays. We also 

increased in-class time for preparation.  We now have 2 half workdays between the pre-Summit and the Global Summit to 

answer questions and facilitate group work at critical junctions of the project.  

 

We also modified D2L discussion areas to include private discussion areas therefore eliminating the need to use email for 

―private,‖ behind-the-scenes negotiations and discussions for country delegations.  All communications/discussions must be 

done through D2L, so that we can grade pre-Summit participation more effectively. We also make time in class immediately 

after the Summit to debrief, get initial reactions, and conduct a brief awards ceremony.  

 

We are considering further improvements to the Summit, including further reductions in the number of delegates in a country 

team to 6 and increasing the number of countries to 38-39.  We have also considered a request by students to add a parallel 

scientific summit, which could produce results that could be incorporated into the final resolution-making at the Summit.  Given 

the keen interest students have in producing high quality posters, we‘ve thought about ways to honor this work, perhaps 

making poster contest even more important.  
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Table 1. Crosstabulations of Responses to Q1 “I consider myself knowledgeable about global politics” 

I consider myself informed about global politics.  

Count      

Johnson, Levintova, Scheberle, Vonck 1, Levintova fall 08, Vonck 2 

Pre-summit or Post-Summit 

Pre-Summit Post-Summit Total 

White (Johnson) I consider myself informed about 

global politics. 

Strongly Disagree 3 2 5 

Disagree 27 7 34 

Neutral 25 31 56 

Agree 19 26 45 

Strongly Agree 2 4 6 

Total 76 70 146 

Blue (Levintova) I consider myself informed about 

global politics. 

Strongly Disagree 10 1 11 

Disagree 21 9 30 

Neutral 28 32 60 

Agree 28 43 71 

Strongly Agree 6 10 16 

Total 93 95 188 

Green (Scheberle) I consider myself informed about 

global politics. 

Strongly Disagree 1 0 1 

Disagree 20 9 29 

Neutral 44 26 70 

Agree 29 28 57 

Strongly Agree 4 6 10 
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Total 98 69 167 

White (Vonck 1, Mo/We) I consider myself informed about 

global politics. 

Strongly Disagree 11 0 11 

Disagree 17 15 32 

Neutral 17 14 31 

Agree 11 22 33 

Strongly Agree 5 4 9 

Total 61 55 116 

Blue (Levintova Fall 08) I consider myself informed about 

global politics. 

Strongly Disagree 8 1 9 

Disagree 23 7 30 

Neutral 27 32 59 

Agree 19 35 54 

Strongly Agree 3 6 9 

Total 80 81 161 

Green (Vonck 2), Tu/Th I consider myself informed about 

global politics. 

Strongly Disagree 6 2 8 

Disagree 13 11 24 

Neutral 26 20 46 

Agree 13 19 32 

Strongly Agree 2 2 4 

Total 60 54 114 

 

Table 2 Crosstabulation of Q2 “Global politics plays only a small part in my everyday life” 

 

Global politics plays only a small part in every day life. * Pre-summit or Post-Summit Crosstabulation 

Count      
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Johnson, Levintova, Scheberle, Vonck 1, Levintova fall 08, Vonck 2 

Pre-summit or Post-Summit 

Pre-Summit Post-Summit Total 

White (Johnson) Global politics plays only a small 

part in every day life. 

Strongly Disagree 14 18 32 

Disagree 17 22 39 

Neutral 21 15 36 

Agree 22 11 33 

Strongly Agree 2 4 6 

Total 76 70 146 

Blue (Levintova) Global politics plays only a small 

part in every day life. 

Strongly Disagree 18 21 39 

Disagree 18 27 45 

Neutral 23 33 56 

Agree 27 11 38 

Strongly Agree 7 3 10 

Total 93 95 188 

Green (Scheberle) Global politics plays only a small 

part in every day life. 

Strongly Disagree 12 10 22 

Disagree 29 27 56 

Neutral 26 20 46 

Agree 26 11 37 

Strongly Agree 5 1 6 

Total 98 69 167 

White (Vonck 1, Mo/We) Global politics plays only a small 

part in every day life. 

Strongly Disagree 7 11 18 

Disagree 24 14 38 
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Neutral 14 19 33 

Agree 14 9 23 

Strongly Agree 2 3 5 

Total 61 56 117 

Blue (Levintova Fall 08) Global politics plays only a small 

part in every day life. 

Strongly Disagree 14 12 26 

Disagree 27 33 60 

Neutral 17 21 38 

Agree 19 11 30 

Strongly Agree 4 4 8 

Total 81 81 162 

Green (Vonck 2), Tu/Th Global politics plays only a small 

part in every day life. 

Strongly Disagree 6 7 13 

Disagree 20 23 43 

Neutral 17 12 29 

Agree 14 9 23 

Strongly Agree 3 3 6 

Total 60 54 114 

 

Table 3. Crosstabulation of Q3 “Democracy requires citizens to regularly participate in government” 

 

Democracy requires citizens to regulary participate in government. * Pre-summit or Post-Summit Crosstabulation 

Count      

Johnson, Levintova, Scheberle, Vonck 1, Levintova fall 08, Vonck 2 

Pre-summit or Post-Summit 

Pre-Summit Post-Summit Total 

White (Johnson) Democracy requires citizens to Strongly Disagree 2 0 2 
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regulary participate in 

government. 

Disagree 6 4 10 

Neutral 15 16 31 

Agree 40 25 65 

Strongly Agree 13 25 38 

Total 76 70 146 

Blue (Levintova) Democracy requires citizens to 

regulary participate in 

government. 

Strongly Disagree 1 1 2 

Disagree 8 7 15 

Neutral 31 31 62 

Agree 34 35 69 

Strongly Agree 19 21 40 

Total 93 95 188 

Green (Scheberle) Democracy requires citizens to 

regulary participate in 

government. 

Strongly Disagree 3 0 3 

Disagree 8 8 16 

Neutral 21 7 28 

Agree 40 36 76 

Strongly Agree 26 18 44 

Total 98 69 167 

White (Vonck 1, Mo/We) Democracy requires citizens to 

regulary participate in 

government. 

Strongly Disagree 4 3 7 

Disagree 6 4 10 

Neutral 9 15 24 

Agree 23 21 44 

Strongly Agree 19 13 32 

Total 61 56 117 
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Blue (Levintova Fall 08) Democracy requires citizens to 

regulary participate in 

government. 

Strongly Disagree 1 1 2 

Disagree 4 5 9 

Neutral 22 13 35 

Agree 28 35 63 

Strongly Agree 26 27 53 

Total 81 81 162 

Green (Vonck 2), Tu/Th Democracy requires citizens to 

regulary participate in 

government. 

Strongly Disagree 2 0 2 

Disagree 7 6 13 

Neutral 9 9 18 

Agree 26 19 45 

Strongly Agree 16 20 36 

Total 60 54 114 

 

Table 4. Crosstabulation of Q4 “Democracy requires citizens to be knowledgeable about their government” 

Johnson, Levintova, Scheberle, Vonck 1, Levintova fall 08, Vonck 2 

Pre-summit or Post-Summit 

Pre-Summit Post-Summit Total 

White (Johnson) Democracy requires citizens to 

be knowledgeable about their 

government. 

Strongly Disagree 1 0 1 

Disagree 3 4 7 

Neutral 13 12 25 

Agree 37 25 62 

Strongly Agree 22 29 51 

Total 76 70 146 

Blue (Levintova) Democracy requires citizens to Strongly Disagree 2 4 6 
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be knowledgeable about their 

government. 

Disagree 8 7 15 

Neutral 29 24 53 

Agree 32 32 64 

Strongly Agree 21 28 49 

Total 92 95 187 

Green (Scheberle) Democracy requires citizens to 

be knowledgeable about their 

government. 

Strongly Disagree 5 1 6 

Disagree 6 4 10 

Neutral 14 7 21 

Agree 38 34 72 

Strongly Agree 35 23 58 

Total 98 69 167 

White (Vonck 1, Mo/We) Democracy requires citizens to 

be knowledgeable about their 

government. 

Strongly Disagree 4 3 7 

Disagree 6 6 12 

Neutral 10 14 24 

Agree 19 19 38 

Strongly Agree 22 14 36 

Total 61 56 117 

Blue (Levintova Fall 08) Democracy requires citizens to 

be knowledgeable about their 

government. 

Strongly Disagree 3 2 5 

Disagree 5 6 11 

Neutral 12 8 20 

Agree 28 32 60 

Strongly Agree 33 33 66 

Total 81 81 162 
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Green (Vonck 2), Tu/Th Democracy requires citizens to 

be knowledgeable about their 

government. 

Strongly Disagree 4 0 4 

Disagree 5 6 11 

Neutral 10 11 21 

Agree 18 16 34 

Strongly Agree 23 21 44 

Total 60 54 114 

 

Table 5. Crosstabulation of Q5 “Global sustainability requires involvement of all nations” 

Global sustainability requires involvement of all nations. * Pre-summit or Post-Summit Crosstabulation 

Count      

Johnson, Levintova, Scheberle, Vonck  1, Levintova fall 08, Vonck 2 

Pre-summit or Post-Summit 

Pre-Summit Post-Summit Total 

White (Johnson) Global sustainability requires 

involvement of all nations. 

Strongly Disagree 1 2 3 

Disagree 3 1 4 

Neutral 11 3 14 

Agree 24 28 52 

Strongly Agree 37 36 73 

Total 76 70 146 

Blue (Levintova) Global sustainability requires 

involvement of all nations. 

Strongly Disagree 2 1 3 

Disagree 2 3 5 

Neutral 20 17 37 

Agree 44 31 75 

Strongly Agree 24 43 67 
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Total 92 95 187 

Green (Scheberle) Global sustainability requires 

involvement of all nations. 

Strongly Disagree 1 0 1 

Disagree 2 1 3 

Neutral 16 6 22 

Agree 33 21 54 

Strongly Agree 46 41 87 

Total 98 69 167 

White (Vonck 1, Mo/We) Global sustainability requires 

involvement of all nations. 

Strongly Disagree 1 0 1 

Disagree 4 3 7 

Neutral 6 8 14 

Agree 21 21 42 

Strongly Agree 28 24 52 

Total 60 56 116 

Blue (Levintova Fall 08) Global sustainability requires 

involvement of all nations. 

Strongly Disagree 3 2 5 

Disagree 2 5 7 

Neutral 14 12 26 

Agree 32 34 66 

Strongly Agree 30 28 58 

Total 81 81 162 

Green (Vonck 2), Tu/Th Global sustainability requires 

involvement of all nations. 

Disagree 5 0 5 

Neutral 8 7 15 

Agree 20 25 45 

Strongly Agree 27 22 49 
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Total 60 54 114 

 

Table 6. Crosstabulations of Q6 “I feel comfortable discussing foreign policy” 

I feel comfortable discussing foreign policy. * Pre-summit or Post-Summit Crosstabulation 

Count      

Johnson, Levintova, Scheberle, Vonck 1, Levintova fall 08, Vonck 2 

Pre-summit or Post-Summit 

Pre-Summit Post-Summit Total 

White (Johnson) I feel comfortable discussing 

foreign policy. 

Strongly Disagree 11 3 14 

Disagree 26 18 44 

Neutral 18 28 46 

Agree 8 13 21 

Strongly Agree 13 8 21 

Total 76 70 146 

Blue (Levintova) I feel comfortable discussing 

foreign policy. 

Strongly Disagree 13 8 21 

Disagree 24 10 34 

Neutral 31 42 73 

Agree 17 26 43 

Strongly Agree 7 9 16 

Total 92 95 187 

Green (Scheberle) I feel comfortable discussing 

foreign policy. 

Strongly Disagree 3 2 5 

Disagree 27 14 41 

Neutral 23 28 51 

Agree 29 19 48 
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Strongly Agree 16 6 22 

Total 98 69 167 

White (Vonck 1, Mo/We) I feel comfortable discussing 

foreign policy. 

Strongly Disagree 7 3 10 

Disagree 14 7 21 

Neutral 19 22 41 

Agree 13 15 28 

Strongly Agree 8 9 17 

Total 61 56 117 

Blue (Levintova Fall 08) I feel comfortable discussing 

foreign policy. 

Strongly Disagree 11 4 15 

Disagree 23 22 45 

Neutral 23 29 52 

Agree 14 17 31 

Strongly Agree 10 9 19 

Total 81 81 162 

Green (Vonck 2), Tu/Th I feel comfortable discussing 

foreign policy. 

Strongly Disagree 5 5 10 

Disagree 9 11 20 

Neutral 25 22 47 

Agree 7 13 20 

Strongly Agree 14 3 17 

Total 60 54 114 

 

Table 7. Crosstabulation of Q7 “It is important for nations to reconcile differences” 

 

It is important for nations to reconcile differences. * Pre-summit or Post-Summit Crosstabulation 
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Count      

Johnson, Levintova, Scheberle, Vonck 1, Levintova fall 08, Vonck 2 

Pre-summit or Post-Summit 

Pre-Summit Post-Summit Total 

White (Johnson) It is important for nations to 

reconcile differences. 

Strongly Disagree 0 1 1 

Disagree 1 3 4 

Neutral 14 9 23 

Agree 37 39 76 

Strongly Agree 24 18 42 

Total 76 70 146 

Blue (Levintova) It is important for nations to 

reconcile differences. 

Strongly Disagree 1 0 1 

Disagree 3 2 5 

Neutral 25 18 43 

Agree 31 45 76 

Strongly Agree 33 29 62 

6 0 1 1 

Total 93 95 188 

Green (Scheberle) It is important for nations to 

reconcile differences. 

Disagree 4 0 4 

Neutral 10 9 19 

Agree 40 38 78 

Strongly Agree 44 22 66 

Total 98 69 167 

White (Vonck 1, Mo/We) It is important for nations to 

reconcile differences. 

Strongly Disagree 1 1 2 

Disagree 2 3 5 
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Neutral 7 8 15 

Agree 35 28 63 

Strongly Agree 15 16 31 

Total 60 56 116 

Blue (Levintova Fall 08) It is important for nations to 

reconcile differences. 

Strongly Disagree 1 1 2 

Disagree 3 2 5 

Neutral 11 13 24 

Agree 34 39 73 

Strongly Agree 31 25 56 

Total 80 80 160 

Green (Vonck 2), Tu/Th It is important for nations to 

reconcile differences. 

Neutral 11 14 25 

Agree 25 26 51 

Strongly Agree 24 14 38 

Total 60 54 114 

 

Table 8. Crosstabulation of Q8 “I enjoy having discussions with people whose ideas and values are different from 

my own” 

I enjoy having discussions with people whose ideas and values are different from my own. * Pre-summit or Post-Summit 

Crosstabulation 

Count      

Johnson, Levintova, Scheberle, Vonck 1, Levintova fall 08, Vonck 2 

Pre-summit or Post-Summit 

Pre-Summit Post-Summit Total 

White (Johnson) I enjoy having discussions with 

people whose ideas and values 

Strongly Disagree 3 3 6 

Disagree 9 2 11 
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are different from my own. Neutral 17 27 44 

Agree 32 23 55 

Strongly Agree 15 15 30 

Total 76 70 146 

Blue (Levintova) I enjoy having discussions with 

people whose ideas and values 

are different from my own. 

Strongly Disagree 7 1 8 

Disagree 6 8 14 

Neutral 28 30 58 

Agree 28 33 61 

Strongly Agree 24 23 47 

Total 93 95 188 

Green (Scheberle) I enjoy having discussions with 

people whose ideas and values 

are different from my own. 

Disagree 7 4 11 

Neutral 17 12 29 

Agree 44 39 83 

Strongly Agree 30 14 44 

Total 98 69 167 

White (Vonck 1, Mo/We) I enjoy having discussions with 

people whose ideas and values 

are different from my own. 

Strongly Disagree 0 3 3 

Disagree 4 3 7 

Neutral 11 14 25 

Agree 38 19 57 

Strongly Agree 8 17 25 

Total 61 56 117 

Blue (Levintova Fall 08) I enjoy having discussions with 

people whose ideas and values 

Strongly Disagree 2 3 5 

Disagree 8 5 13 
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are different from my own. Neutral 23 17 40 

Agree 30 38 68 

Strongly Agree 17 18 35 

Total 80 81 161 

Green (Vonck 2), Tu/Th I enjoy having discussions with 

people whose ideas and values 

are different from my own. 

Strongly Disagree 3 1 4 

Disagree 5 7 12 

Neutral 18 19 37 

Agree 23 19 42 

Strongly Agree 11 8 19 

Total 60 54 114 

 

Table 9. Crosstabulation of Q9 “Learning about people from different cultures is a very important part of my 

college education” 

Learning about people from different cultures is a very important part of my college education. * Pre-summit or Post-Summit 

Crosstabulation 

Count      

Johnson, Levintova, Scheberle, Vonck 1, Levintova fall 08, Vonck 2 

Pre-summit or Post-Summit 

Pre-Summit Post-Summit Total 

White (Johnson) Learning about people from 

different cultures is a very 

important part of my college 

education. 

Strongly Disagree 1 1 2 

Disagree 4 2 6 

Neutral 19 18 37 

Agree 29 32 61 

Strongly Agree 23 17 40 

Total 76 70 146 
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Blue (Levintova) Learning about people from 

different cultures is a very 

important part of my college 

education. 

Strongly Disagree 5 4 9 

Disagree 9 6 15 

Neutral 26 29 55 

Agree 32 29 61 

Strongly Agree 21 27 48 

Total 93 95 188 

Green (Scheberle) Learning about people from 

different cultures is a very 

important part of my college 

education. 

Strongly Disagree 0 1 1 

Disagree 3 4 7 

Neutral 19 10 29 

Agree 41 29 70 

Strongly Agree 35 25 60 

Total 98 69 167 

White (Vonck 1, Mo/We) Learning about people from 

different cultures is a very 

important part of my college 

education. 

Strongly Disagree 2 0 2 

Disagree 8 7 15 

Neutral 11 12 23 

Agree 24 21 45 

Strongly Agree 16 16 32 

Total 61 56 117 

Blue (Levintova Fall 08) Learning about people from 

different cultures is a very 

important part of my college 

education. 

Strongly Disagree 2 2 4 

Disagree 13 6 19 

Neutral 22 25 47 

Agree 24 32 56 

Strongly Agree 19 16 35 
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Total 80 81 161 

Green (Vonck 2), Tu/Th Learning about people from 

different cultures is a very 

important part of my college 

education. 

Strongly Disagree 2 3 5 

Disagree 5 4 9 

Neutral 16 19 35 

Agree 23 14 37 

Strongly Agree 14 14 28 

Total 60 54 114 

 

Table 10. Crosstabulation of Q 10 “I am confident that I can communicate with people of a different culture or 

ethnicity” 

 

I am confident that I can communicate with people of a different culture or ethnicity. * Pre-summit or Post-Summit Crosstabulation 

Count      

Johnson, Levintova, Scheberle, Vonck 1, Levintova fall 08, Vonck 2 

Pre-summit or Post-Summit 

Pre-Summit Post-Summit Total 

White (Johnson) I am confident that I can 

communicate with people of a 

different culture or ethnicity. 

Strongly Disagree 2 2 4 

Disagree 5 8 13 

Neutral 19 24 43 

Agree 32 23 55 

Strongly Agree 18 13 31 

Total 76 70 146 

Blue (Levintova) I am confident that I can 

communicate with people of a 

different culture or ethnicity. 

Strongly Disagree 6 0 6 

Disagree 11 14 25 

Neutral 32 32 64 
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Agree 27 30 57 

Strongly Agree 17 19 36 

Total 93 95 188 

Green (Scheberle) I am confident that I can 

communicate with people of a 

different culture or ethnicity. 

Disagree 5 2 7 

Neutral 27 16 43 

Agree 33 32 65 

Strongly Agree 33 19 52 

Total 98 69 167 

White (Vonck 1, Mo/We) I am confident that I can 

communicate with people of a 

different culture or ethnicity. 

Strongly Disagree 1 0 1 

Disagree 4 3 7 

Neutral 15 16 31 

Agree 26 26 52 

Strongly Agree 15 11 26 

Total 61 56 117 

Blue (Levintova Fall 08) I am confident that I can 

communicate with people of a 

different culture or ethnicity. 

Strongly Disagree 2 1 3 

Disagree 10 7 17 

Neutral 26 25 51 

Agree 27 32 59 

Strongly Agree 15 16 31 

Total 80 81 161 

Green (Vonck 2), Tu/Th I am confident that I can 

communicate with people of a 

different culture or ethnicity. 

Strongly Disagree 2 0 2 

Disagree 5 6 11 

Neutral 20 20 40 
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Agree 19 13 32 

Strongly Agree 14 15 29 

Total 60 54 114 

 

Table 11. Crosstabulation of Q 11 “I feel that I can influence my own government” 

I feel that I can influence my own government. * Pre-summit or Post-Summit Crosstabulation 

Count      

Johnson, Levintova, Scheberle, Vonck 1, Levintova fall 08, Vonck 2 

Pre-summit or Post-Summit 

Pre-Summit Post-Summit Total 

White (Johnson) I feel that I can influence my own 

government. 

Strongly Disagree 4 3 7 

Disagree 17 9 26 

Neutral 32 32 64 

Agree 16 19 35 

Strongly Agree 7 7 14 

Total 76 70 146 

Blue (Levintova) I feel that I can influence my own 

government. 

Strongly Disagree 14 7 21 

Disagree 13 14 27 

Neutral 39 41 80 

Agree 19 20 39 

Strongly Agree 8 13 21 

Total 93 95 188 

Green (Scheberle) I feel that I can influence my own 

government. 

Strongly Disagree 6 2 8 

Disagree 21 13 34 
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Neutral 38 29 67 

Agree 25 20 45 

Strongly Agree 8 5 13 

Total 98 69 167 

White (Vonck 1, Mo/We) I feel that I can influence my own 

government. 

Strongly Disagree 5 5 10 

Disagree 14 11 25 

Neutral 24 21 45 

Agree 14 17 31 

Strongly Agree 4 2 6 

Total 61 56 117 

Blue (Levintova Fall 08) I feel that I can influence my own 

government. 

Strongly Disagree 12 6 18 

Disagree 29 21 50 

Neutral 22 27 49 

Agree 16 23 39 

Strongly Agree 1 4 5 

Total 80 81 161 

Green (Vonck 2), Tu/Th I feel that I can influence my own 

government. 

Strongly Disagree 5 8 13 

Disagree 7 5 12 

Neutral 21 17 38 

Agree 21 17 38 

Strongly Agree 6 7 13 

Total 60 54 114 

 

Table 12. Crosstabulation of Q 12 “I feel that I can contribute to the global community” 
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I feel that I can contribute to the global community. * Pre-summit or Post-Summit Crosstabulation 

Count      

Johnson, Levintova, Scheberle, Vonck  1, Levintova fall 08, Vonck 2 

Pre-summit or Post-Summit 

Pre-Summit Post-Summit Total 

White (Johnson) I feel that I can contribute to the 

global community. 

Strongly Disagree 8 4 12 

Disagree 14 6 20 

Neutral 30 24 54 

Agree 14 23 37 

Strongly Agree 10 13 23 

Total 76 70 146 

Blue (Levintova) I feel that I can contribute to the 

global community. 

Strongly Disagree 10 3 13 

Disagree 6 10 16 

Neutral 43 39 82 

Agree 21 28 49 

Strongly Agree 13 15 28 

Total 93 95 188 

Green (Scheberle) I feel that I can contribute to the 

global community. 

Strongly Disagree 3 1 4 

Disagree 7 6 13 

Neutral 45 24 69 

Agree 34 30 64 

Strongly Agree 9 8 17 

Total 98 69 167 

White (Vonck 1, Mo/We) I feel that I can contribute to the Strongly Disagree 2 4 6 
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global community. Disagree 7 12 19 

Neutral 25 22 47 

Agree 22 15 37 

Strongly Agree 5 3 8 

Total 61 56 117 

Blue (Levintova Fall 08) I feel that I can contribute to the 

global community. 

Strongly Disagree 6 5 11 

Disagree 13 11 24 

Neutral 30 28 58 

Agree 25 25 50 

Strongly Agree 6 12 18 

Total 80 81 161 

Green (Vonck 2), Tu/Th I feel that I can contribute to the 

global community. 

Strongly Disagree 3 4 7 

Disagree 7 4 11 

Neutral 18 25 43 

Agree 26 16 42 

Strongly Agree 6 5 11 

Total 60 54 114 

 

 

Table 13. Pre and Post-Test Survey Scores for Select Questions 

 

Pre-Summit  Post-Summit 

    M  SD  M SD  df           t 

Q1.―I consider myself in- 2.92 1.02  3.39 .86  420 -7.171** 

formed about global politics‖ 

(both semesters) 
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Q2. ―Global Politics plays 2.76 1.15  2.52 1.08  422 3.071** 

only a small part in my 

life‖  

 

Q6. ―I feel comfortable 2.99 1.21  3.14 1.03  421 -2.178* 

discussing foreign policy‖ 

 

Q 11. ―I feel that I can 2.96 1.08  3.13 1.04  421 -2.373* 

Influence my own  

government‖ 

 

Q2.―Global Politics plays 2.82 1.19  2.47 1.08  231 3.348*** 

only a small part in my 

life‖ (Spring 2008) 

 

Q5.―Global Sustainability 4.10 0.92  4.31 0.85  230 -2.613* 

requires involvement of  

all nations‖ (Spring 2008) 

 

Q12.―I feel I can contribute 3.22 1.07  3.48 0.98  231 -2.714** 

to global community‖  

(Spring 2008) 

 

** p=<.05 

*   p=<.1 
  

Table 14. Noparametric Tests of Significance for Pre- and Post-Summit Mean Scores for Individual Survey 

Questions (statistically significant results are highlighted in bold) 

 

  

Q1. I consider 

myself informed 

about global 

politics. 

Q2. Global 

politics plays 

only a small part 

in every day life. 

Democracy 

requires citizens 

to regularly 

participate in 

government. 

Democracy 

requires citizens 

to be 

knowledgeable 

about their 

government. 

Q5. Global 

sustainability 

requires 

involvement of 

all nations. 

Q6. I feel 

comfortable 

discussing 

foreign policy. 

Mean Rank Pre 391.15 306.17 436.04 441.57 432.75 430.87 

Mean Rank Post 507.59 354.20 460.14 452.98 461.61 464.76 
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Mann-Whitney U 73313 45690.5 94289.5 96909.5 92814.5 91900.5 

Wilcoxon W 183059 107466.5 204504.5 206655.5 202092.5 201646.5 

Z -7.068 -3.437 -1.467 -0.694 -1.799 -2.03 

Asymp. Sig. (2-

tailed) 0.000 0.001 0.142 0.487 0.072 0.042 

              

  

It is important 

for nations to 

reconcile 

differences. 

I enjoy having 

discussions with 

people whose 

ideas and values 

are different from 

my own. 

Learning about 

people from 

different cultures 

is a very 

important part of 

my college 

education. 

I am confident 

that I can 

communicate with 

people of a 

different culture 

or ethnicity. 

Q11. I feel that 

I can influence 

my own 

government. 

I feel that I can 

contribute to the 

global 

community. 

Mean Rank Pre 457.54 447.61 446.32 448.62 428.63 434.84 

Mean Rank Post 433.29 446.33 447.75 445.22 467.23 460.39 

Mann-Whitney U 93617 99165 99131 98692 90853.5 93758 

Wilcoxon W 183717 189690 208877 189217 200599.5 203504 

Z -1.518 -0.078 -0.087 -0.206 -2.33 -1.555 

Asymp. Sig. (2-

tailed) 0.129 0.938 0.931 0.837 0.020 0.120 

 

 

Table 15. Nonparametric Tests of Significance for Pre- and Post-Summit Mean Scores for Grouped Variables 

(statistically significant results are highlighted in bold) 

 

 

 

Global Empathy 

(b) 

Global Efficacy 

 (c) 
Global Knowledge 

(d) 

Mean Rank Pre 438.67 434.55 411.54 

Mean Rank Post 456.18 460.71 483.95 

Mann-Whitney U 95550.000 93624.500 82913.000 

Wilcoxon W 205296.000 203370.500 192191.000 

Z -1.097 -1.590 -4.405 

Asymp. Sig. (2-

tailed) 0.272 0.112 0.000 
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a. Grouping Variable: Pre-Summit and Post-Summit surveys  

b. Global Empathy: Combination of four questions (Cronbach's alpha reliability = .70): 1) I enjoy having discussions with 

people whose ideas and values are different from my own; 2) Learning about people from different cultures is an important 

part of my college education; 3) I am confident I can communicate with people of a different culture or ethnicity; 4) I feel 
that I can contribute to the global community. 

(c) Global Efficacy: Combination of two questions (Cronbach's alpha reliability = .832): 1) Democracy requires citizens to 

regularly participate in government; 2) Democracy requires citizens to be knowledgeable about their government. 

(d) Global Knowledge: Combination of two questions (Cronbach's alpha reliability = .705): 1) I consider myself informed 
about global politics; 2) I feel confident discussing foreign policy. 



 43 

Qualitative Data 

 

A. Global Summit’s lessons as seen from different country delegations: 

 

1. “A view from Brazil” (Fall 08): 

There were a few things that I learned about countries and how they act during 

certain situations. Even though it was not the countries themselves and we were 

pretending to represent them, I think that the global summit went well in accurately 

predicting what most of the countries would do in certain situations.  This is 

especially evident with the initial alliances that were formed, with the more 

prosperous countries forming an alliance and the underdeveloped countries forming 

another alliance.  Global citizenship was somewhat present, but individual country 

citizenship seemed more prevalent.  Most of the representatives were trying to 

achieve the greatest amount of improvements for their individual countries rather 

than the world as a whole.  Therefore, global citizenship does not seem to be 

common yet, but people are getting more and more concerned with the world as a 

whole, and maybe global citizenship will become a more popular identity for people. 

One thing that is may be preventing the idea of global citizenship or maybe even 

helping it is the spread between the global north and the global south.  I can see the 

separation helping by the citizens affiliating themselves with the more developed 

countries and those in the global south seeing themselves as being part of the 

underdeveloped countries.  But it could also be working in the opposite direction.  

Maybe by the people seeing themselves as being part of developed or 

underdeveloped countries they are getting further away from global citizenship 

because those in the global north don‘t want to be affiliated with those in the global 

south and the global south just doesn‘t see themselves as being able to be affiliated 

with the global north.   

 

2. A view from China (Fall 08): 

I have learned a lot throughout this entire global summit process. Global citizenship 

is important and it takes understanding and cooperation with other countries, to 

make an impact on the global community. Unless you are a completely dominant 

hegimon, you won‘t accomplish much if you are unwilling to consider others 

viewpoints on important issues. Global sustainability is another tough concept to 

consider fully. I believe if everyone just did their part, we would be on this earth for 

much longer then it‘s looking like under the current conditions. The main problem is 

not many countries are willing to put the environment ahead of economic gains, 

which is a considerable problem in the coming millennia.  

Negotiating techniques was something that requires skill, finesse, and again, 

understanding of another countries needs and concerns. It takes cooperation and 

balance. I think a couple countries got ―suckered‖ into forming alliances, simply 

because they couldn‘t negotiate properly. This is not advisable, and simply takes 

away from everything the global summit stands for. It was very important for our 

ambassador to get out there and at least talk to other countries, find out their 

positions, and what we could do to help them, and then in return what they could do 

for us. As far as global inequalities and interdependence is concerned, the global 

south did a very nice job of minimizing their obvious economic disadvantage by 

joining together, and ultimately winning the best alliance award. The global south is 

a distinct underdog in the world of global politics, with their viewpoints rarely getting 

heard, simply due to a lack of financial strength. However, through clever 

negotiating and alliances, the global south can certainly have their voice heard on 

the global stage, as evidenced by our global summit. 
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3. Another  View from China (Fall 08): 

The Summit brought new light to global citizenship.  It seems that most people see 

images on TV or read about certain foreign places and events, but these little tidbits 

of information typically remain just that—foreign and unconnected, a never ending 

after thought.  By having all of these delegations in one room, the diversity that was 

promoted was tremendous.  In most formal settings on the subject, a verbal or 

written comparison of a handful of countries is shown here and there.   The Summit 

had many countries all displayed visually and most importantly—all at once.   It was 

a very effective way of highlighting that we are not the only country with history, 

beliefs, opinions, and challenges, as well as providing an opportunity to learn about 

what those differences and similarities are. 

The Summit also highlighted global inequalities for me.  The Global North was 

extremely interested in maintaining an image consistent with prosperity and not 

always able to focus on issues or relationships that would have a real impact on 

sustainability.  It pointed out a fundamental problem or driving force behind our 

main issue—sustainability for some is keeping things the way they are, while 

sustainability for others is the need for change. 

The resolution that China co-sponsored did not generate the most support.  I would 

have liked to have seen China move in a direction that had it focusing on embracing 

change for our vitality—be it alone and forging new relationships or collectively with 

others.  Aside from a few variations, the sponsors of the two resolutions appear to be 

countries that we typically see together, or at least from my perspective, appear to 

be often associated with each other.  

The reality is that we are all globally connected and members of this community, 

going beyond just the physical sharing of the same planet and this Summit was 

great at showcasing that.  Environment issues impact everyone.  Economic issues 

impact everyone.  Health issues impact everyone.  Any country‘s prosperity needs 

support from those strong and those struggling—not isolation.  At our very core, we 

share the same issues and challenges that our global neighbors do and all too often 

we allow the external heritage of others to negatively impact our desires and 

decision making.  Instead, they should be embraced and appreciated to allow for 

different perspectives on solutions towards conquering these global challenges.  

Many countries at the Summit continued to operate with blinders on, seemly stuck in 

a never ending collaborative group think.  Ultimately, the countries that were 

successful in the Summit were the ones that promoted global sustainability through 

the idea of embracing change and allowing differences to be heard. 

 

4. And another view from China (Fall 08): 

I learned that solving the world‘s problems isn‘t as easy as many people believe.  It 

is so easy to watch the news and think that creating peace between Russia and 

Georgia is easy.  It also seems easy to label things in black and white, good and bad.  

However, more often than not it isn‘t possible to just say that one side is wrong and 

needs to be punished.  Every conflict arises because both sides are doing what they 

think is right for them.  It was so difficult to resolve the problems between nations at 

the global summit, and it wasn‘t even the real thing so I can‘t even imagine the 

stress that the real politicians undergo when trying to negotiate.  Another lesson I 

learned is that the reason it is so hard to create global change is that all nations are 

concerned with themselves first.  Every government has to protect its own people 

and interests first and since that takes up so much time and effort it leaves little time 

to spur global change.  With such little time available for global activities it makes it 

easy to see why it takes so long to get such a small amount of production.  The most 

important lesson that I learned is that teamwork is very important to making things 

happen.  It is impossible for just one person from a delegation to make the 
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decisions; it takes the whole group doing their job.  Not only do people need to do 

their own part but everyone has to communicate with one another.  At one point 

during the summit I had lost contact with our ambassador and we were each trying 

to work at bringing in different alliances that were actually competing with each 

other.  Once we found out what was going on we realized that they both weren‘t 

going to join since they were competitors, and we had wasted a lot of time.  In real 

life it seems that if you don‘t work together it is impossible for anything to get 

accomplished.  Overall I learned that politics isn‘t always as black and white as it 

seems, mainly due to the fact that nations are concerned with their well-being first, 

and that working together and communication is vital to success. 

 

5. A View from France (Fall 08): 

I learned how difficult it is to work with other people‘s schedules; which allows me to 

appreciate people who do negotiations, and this kind of work for a living a lot more.  

I also realized how connected the world is.  Different countries rely on many other 

countries for products, labor, assistance, and much more.  I find it amazing that all 

the different kinds of people are willing to work together to produce significant 

results.  I believe that the summit also reinforced my prior knowledge, because it 

gave me firsthand experience.  The global summit helped me to realize that the 

world is small, and countries all need to work together to ensure sustainability.  It‘s 

hard to envision the United Nations at work, until we try it ourselves.   I think that if 

a group of students can work together with limited time and resources,  real groups 

and countries can work together to produce amazing results.  I think the global 

summit is a great learning experience and should be continued for the years ahead.   

 

6. And another view from Paris (Fall 08): 

The summit was a great way to interactively expand our knowledge of global politics 

and sustainability.  The biggest thing that I learned from this project was how to 

combine thinking globally with still upholding your own country‘s needs and 

expectations.  Sometimes it was hard because you wanted to do things to help out 

poor countries, but you still had to consider all of the problems within your own 

country.  It is a tough decision to choose whether to help people on the other side of 

the globe or help your own citizens.  I also learned about the complexity of 

negotiations.  In the beginning it seemed like it was not too tough.  The negotiations 

between France, Brazil, and India went smoothly.  Negotiations with Poland, 

Australia, and Finland were also not too difficult.  The toughness first started with 

Nigeria, who kept changing their opinions, demands, and allies. Then negotiations 

really got crazy when we started dealing with the entire African Union.  They were 

much less organized than we were and didn‘t have a single resolution they were all 

supporting.  That made it difficult to see what they were asking for, because it wasn‘t 

written out and no single person could explain it to us.   It showed me that 

negotiations aren‘t always as straightforward and civilized as one would expect, 

especially when you have two huge alliances trying to get all of their members on 

the same page and you are on a tight time limit.  I truly think that those negotiations 

could have lasted at least another hour.  Overall, the Global Summit was an exciting 

and educational experience that I thoroughly enjoyed and believe that I greatly 

benefited from. 

 

7. And another view from France (Sp 08): 

The Global Summit taught me many, many things. I learned that it takes many 

people doing different jobs to make a successful team. I also learned what many 

countries‘ policies are toward global sustainability, and that negotiating with other 

people is more challenging than I thought, but also more fun because it is a learning 
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process. Another thing I learned is that there are many countries that are more 

willing to be financially compensated than have policies heard; this is more of a 

government standpoint, which could or could not benefit that country‘s people. When 

making and passing a resolution, it does not matter whether the aligning countries 

are rich or poor or a combination, it just matters if they have the majority vote. This 

is how it works in the General Assembly of the United Nations. I already knew this 

fact, but the Summit further proved this point, so I was able to see it firsthand. 

However, in the United Nations, the ultimate passage of resolutions is determined by 

the Security Council. This is where the greatest example of global inequalities exists 

within the United Nations system because the P5, made up of industrialized nations 

with nuclear weapons, has absolute veto power. If any of the five permanent 

members does not agree with a proposed resolution, they can veto said resolution 

and the veto cannot be overturned by the General Assembly. 

 

8. A view from India (Fall 08) 

Also, another thing I learned is that not everybody sees global sustainability the 

same way. Some countries focused exclusively on their own needs, others focused 

exclusively on global needs. It is interesting that some countries focused on helping 

themselves, and in during so, they would help the international community. In a 

way, it is exciting that a top-down and a bottom-up approach were used in this 

summit. 

 

9. And another view from India (Fall 08): 

I  learned that sustainability involves creating both environmentally sustainable and 

socially sustainable conditions.  Examples of working to create environmentally 

sustainable conditions involve calls for more research and development of alternative 

energy while working to increase aids prevention and education involve creating 

sustainable social conditions.  Most often both are involved such as in creating and 

promoting more sustainable farming methods.  Also different countries have different 

ideas of what is important in sustainable development and some feel economic 

development  needs to be given equal weight  to sustainable development.  Early on 

there was a state wanting to create renewable energy while at the same time 

wanting to exchange oil with our teams country.  It reasoned that while sustainable 

energy was important it could not be accomplished all at one time.  

Overall I learned that national interest, global corroboration, and soft power all play 

a role in negotiations   which in turn affect what the final end resolution result ends 

up being. Band wagoning and the role of publicity (even though the 30 second press 

releases were of course quite different from real life) were two aspects of the global 

summit I saw clearly demonstrated that I had not thought of before.  As our alliance 

got bigger it acquired more members faster  as was the case for the rival alliance.  

Accommodations to get more states into our alliance led to redundant points and 

more vagueness on our resolution.  I think if we had more time and had went into 

more depth we would have asked how/why rich states would contribute money for  

these sustainability programs when they contribute very little of what they have 

already promised to contribute before at other summits.  To sum up the exercise 

provided a chance to see to a certain degree how the principles we studied in class 

might be seen being demonstrated in real life. 

 

10. A view from “glorious nation” of Kazakhstan (Fall 08) 

Looking at how many of Kazakhstan‘s problems originated outside its borders 

changed how I look at the global communities.  Most of the country‘s problems 

stemmed in some way from its international relations, but at the same time, the 

solutions came from the international community as well.  Most of the world has 
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gotten to a point that they cannot withdraw from the international community no 

matter how much they would like to.  Even the nations that have tried their hardest 

to keep their citizens isolated, such as China, have since embraced free trade.  Even 

though they still oppose freedom of information, the spread of ideas does not stop at 

their borders. 

It would be easy for me to not think about my place in the world.  I have rarely left 

the state of Wisconsin, I am going to school in the same town I have lived in my 

whole life, and I am currently employed by a local business.  However, then I would 

be ignorant of how everything really fits together. 

 

11. And another “Kazakhstani” speaks up (Fall 08): 

I learned many things during the global summit from negation skills to the cultures 

of other people. I learned that the majority of the well off countries are more than 

willing to help out poor ones. The most powerful countries usually help out poor 

countries in exchange for something else. They are usually seeking the natural 

resources that are in the country they are helping. The majority of the time these 

world powers are working on improving themselves rather than actually caring what 

happens to less powerful countries. In the few instances when a powerful country 

gives country resources like money while wanting nothing or little in return is usually 

a political stunt to make them look good to other nations. I found out also that poor 

countries do not have very much power and in the real world and they just have to 

do what the major powers tell them to. I learned a great deal about negation from 

the global summit. I learned that it is better to be open to new ideas than rather 

stick to one plan and one plan only. When we were negotiating we were most 

interested in benefiting ourselves and our financial situation. The best way we found 

to make more money for our country was to think over the offer. After the offer was 

discussed among our group we would make a counter offer. By doing this we would 

usually greatly increase the money that was given to us. I also learned at certain 

times it is best to keep quite when negotiating. We had what we wanted and once we 

realized we could not get anything more out the agreement we just kept quite. In 

general the global summit was a great learning experience for me. I taught me how 

to negotiate with people who are in different situations than me. I would gladly 

participate in another global summit. 

 

12. And another one from Kazakhstan (Fall 08): 

The global summit brought students and countries together to form a more 

interconnected/interdependent society. I learned that my job, as press secretary, 

wasn‘t just about telling other countries of Kazakhstan‘s happenings, but also 

addressing what issues/things other countries would focus on over time. I now see 

why globalization cannot be pinpointed to one condition or end result. There are 

always going to be ways to become more connected, dependant, to connect markets, 

etc. And while things progress in some areas, they will decline in others. It‘s a 

process that changes constantly, and many times we can‘t even see it happening. 

Overall, I enjoyed the summit and learned a lot about globalization and how 

countries negotiate and must look at others‘ interest, not just their own. It was an 

experience that I can use in the future and also use to look at the world differently.   

 

13. And one final note from Kazakhstan (Sp 08): 

Overall, I enjoyed working on this project.  At first, it was definitely overwhelming.  I 

think more of an explanation of our actual jobs would have helped that be clearer.  

Research ended up being really interesting and I learned quite a bit about 

Kazakhstan; more than what I learned from watching Borat.  I believe that‘s the only 
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time I have ever heard of Kazakhstan.  I actually thought it was made up for the 

movie.  I learned that it was a real country and what its issues are.  

14.  A view from Kenya (Fall 08): 

The Global Summit taught me a few lessons about global issues.  I discovered that in 

order for sustainability to occur, a country must work together with others to get 

anything done.  Without the support of a bigger group, one voice is rarely heard, and 

their message never becomes obtainable.  I also learned that negotiating takes a lot 

of time and effort.  It was very difficult for the little group at the Global Summit, so I 

can only imagine the fun actual countries have doing the same thing.  The world is 

not a bunch of countries all on their own, fending for themselves, it is bunches of 

countries working together to create a common good. 

By participating and playing my role in the Global Summit, I got a new and different 

vision of the world.  I learned how to work as a team and a lot about the world‘s 

strength.  I now somewhat understand how difficult it is to be an assistant to a world 

leader, and I would never apply for that job.  It was a great experience, but I think 

that once was enough. 

 

15. A view from Libya (Fall 08): 

I learned more then I expected to from the global summit. There are many countries 

that have many different goals based on their current economies and living 

conditions.  This made it hard to see the others point of view.  It made negotiations 

even more difficult. Also some countries seem to have biased assumptions about 

other countries based on uninformed or assumed notions. The idea that other 

countries believed that Libya was an terrorist nation is a good example of how 

nations can be judged.  I also realized the extensiveness of the poor economies in 

the global south.  The governments can not afford to feed nor provide clean drinking 

water for their citizens.  They live in disease infested areas with little or no health 

care.  I find it appalling that a country such as the United states can ignore what is 

going on in the global south yet fund a multi-trillion dollar war in the middle east.  I 

would like to travel to the global south after college and witness their living 

conditions and use my education as a nurse to make a difference.  I wonder why our 

government has not made more of an effort to help these poor counties. 

The global summit was a fun and educational activity.  It was an intense but 

rewarding process.  I feel more informed about developing nations and realize that 

we can all make a difference once we are informed. In our case Libya was successful 

meeting their expectations. However in most developing counties there are many 

more concerns then clean drinking water. The developed nations should be trying to 

help developing nations meet the basic needs of the citizens. 

 

16. A View from Nigeria (Fall 08) 

The global summit taught me about global citizenship, sustainability, negotiations, 

global inequalities, and global interconnectedness. Nigeria being a global south 

country immediately taught me about global inequalities. Nigeria, from the start, had 

less of an advantage because we had no capital to work with. Many of the richer 

countries could bribe with their capital, but for us to negotiate with others we had to 

depend solely on our sustainability ideas because we had very little money to offer 

up front. Starting off, I had no idea how we were going to accomplish this. As we 

discussed, we came up with some great ideas, which inevitably taught me about 

sustainability itself. Looking at Nigeria today, we were able to see where the 

problems were and look at ways that we could use global citizenship and global 

connectedness to solve these problems. We needed to have all states, rich or poor, 

willing to participate for our resolution to be truly successful. We needed 
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development and aide in the global south, which could only be achieved through the 

cooperation of the global north. Global south states would initially need aide from the 

global north, but would later be able to give back after their resources were 

developed. Using Nigeria as an example, Nigeria had many natural resources that 

they could trade with the North if they had help developing their agriculture and 

mining. Once the global south got their footing, the global community as a whole 

could increase its development together by helping each other out. Nigeria has a 

corrupt government that was burdening the country. Citizens needed to be active in 

their government to have their voices heard so the government did not continue to 

corruptly rule. Citizens need to be active in the global community as countries, as a 

whole, had to work together to help each other develop each country and reap the 

benefits from each as well. Working together in this way helps the global community 

as a whole to erase some inequalities and create a sustainable environment. The 

summit taught me about all of these things. 

I found the global summit to be a very beneficial learning experience. My active 

participation gave me an eye opening experience. Although it was not a real summit 

the actions and ideas reflected that of one and it taught me things about global 

politics I would never had learned in a text book reading. 

 

17. Another view from Nigeria (Fall 08): 

Through this project I have learned a lot of things. Global Citizenship to begin with 

has really just become more real to me. Because I, as well as many other people, 

am so used to just living my day to day life as an American citizen, it is hard to think 

of myself as being part of anything larger than the country I live in. In fact, I rarely 

think of myself as an American citizen as often as I think of myself as a resident of 

Wisconsin and, even more specifically, Green Bay. Through this project it kind of 

made it20more aware to me how much of an impact I can really make on the world 

and how important it is for me to not just think of things in terms of America, but to 

think of things in terms of the world. Everything I do, every choice I make doesn‘t 

just affect me but it affects others as well. My choice to drive my car instead of 

walking to work will affect the air quality elsewhere, if not right where I am. If we 

think of ourselves as a citizen of the world instead of just being a citizen of the area 

we live in, then maybe bigger changes can occur that will help everyone, that will 

help the global citizens. 

Sustainability really became something I look at more now too. When you put on 

your blinders and only think about things in terms of right now, of exactly where you 

are located and where you live, you tend to not think of things in terms of ‗Will my 

children have enough of this later on?‘ or ‗Am I taking too much of something when I 

could easily cut back?‘. It‘s hard sometimes to think that everything you do can 

change someone else‘s quality of life. It is important for the entire world to try to live 

in a way that won‘t deplete our world of its resources quite as fast as we are making 

it happen right now. Sustainability became even more important to me just by 

working in a group for the country of Nigeria. Nigeria has so little, wastes so little, 

and uses so little. Because they do so little, they don‘t really affect the environment 

so much in contrast to places like the USA where plants and factories are littered 

throughout the country. Not just this, but that these plants and factories are 

controlled by the US government. In places such as Nigeria, most of the people don‘t 

have much say about what goes on, their corrupt government does all of that for 

them and therefore the people themselves leave such a tiny ecological footprint. We 

only have one Earth and we definitely have to live in a way that understands and 

upholds that truth. 

I‘ve learned quite a bit about Negotiations and that even though it seems like 

something extremely simple, it can be something huge. Different people in different 
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countries can make the biggest deals about something that is just so trivial. 

Sometimes people will fight over things that don‘t even make any sense and other 

times agreements are just about impossible to be made. I‘ve never seen this to be 

so true as to when during the global summit, the US was completely irritated at my 

country, Nigeria, that one of their members proceeded to yell at one of my group 

members. For this summit being fake, for this just being an exercise, I found it 

completely ridiculous how worked up people can get over something like this. But 

really it just proved to me even more how difficult it is to negotiate with other 

countries. If people can get crazy over a project such as the Global Summit, then 

people ca n really go insane over things when they are actually real. 

Something that couldn‘t be more obvious now to me than before is Global 

Inequalities. It‘s astounding how countries with seemingly the same things going 

for them can be so completely different. Everything is based on luck such as location 

luck, past ruling luck, government luck, etc. It‘s crazy how one country can have 

billions of dollars with only a few millions of people while another can have tons of 

millions of people and maybe only one million dollars. The inequalities are not only 

just obvious when it comes to money but also to technology, education, human 

rights, etc. It‘s amazing how different one country can be from another, no matter 

how similar they seem to be. Because I was part of a poor country, it was very 

obvious from the start that we were behind many other countries, and even that 

disadvantage of cash can seriously hurt a country and make it almost impossible for 

them to get on their feet, especially if they have to borrow any money because all 

that does is throw them into an even larger amount of debt. 

Global Interdependence became very clear to me when my group was looking at 

the things we had to offer. Basically, my country had oil and very few crops. Nigeria 

is one of those places that would be able to sustain itself on its own but definitely 

would have an easier time if it traded. The whole trading this is the reason why all of 

us are dependent on one another. Once you use up one of your resources, you need 

to find a way to support yourself some other way, so you trade with places that still 

have that resource. Or maybe you can‘t grow corn very well but the country next to 

you can, so you trade something they have an issue growing for their corn. All 

countries really just rely on one another so much and if you take away a few things 

from the trading system, you can really screw up people‘s way of life. Because of 

this, all of us are woven together and depend upon one another. Especially if you 

think of the fact that we‘re all sharing the same world and therefore also have to 

make sure that we take really good care of it, which means we all need to work 

together towards a single goal to make this a reality. 

 

18. And another view from Nigeria (Sp 08): 

I have learned a great deal about global citizenship, sustainability, negotiations, 

global inequalities, and global connectedness. I learned about all of those through 

many means. The first way, research, was done before the actual Summit. I 

researched my topic, which was the various media sources of Nigeria, and was able 

to read some of the other postings from our country which gave me a broader sense 

of the different things that were going on in Nigeria. Another way was to read some 

of the different postings for the different countries. The D2L Global Summit was 

packed full of information from every corner of the globe, and I could read about any 

country at the D2L database all throughout the Summit. There were many 

fascinating details about all the countries that were compiled there for everyone to 

see, it is a great resource that can be used. I also learned at the Summit of the 

different countries through the many posters that were made up by the other teams. 

Just by walking around, I could soak up information from every poster. Other teams 

did very well in getting their information across ( I think I even saw one guy wearing 
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a Japanese hat!) That room was full of interesting things to see and just by attending 

I learned a great deal. I also learned that negotiations are the last thing from easy. 

Even in this mock Summit issues were tense and negotiations were on the verge of 

shouts sometimes. I can‘t imagine being at a real Summit where countries are 

talking about real money, real people, and real issues. With all that is at stake at 

those meetings, it provides for a tense atmosphere. This gave me a greater feeling 

of respect for all of the officials that go through that on behalf of their country. I also 

think I realized that some countries can easily be swept under the rug. Even at our 

Summit there were countries that did not have a huge role in deciding anything, and 

as a result they were not beneficiaries of anything. I think this is also true in the real 

world. Some of the poorest countries in the world have a hard time being heard 

because they have nothing to bring to the table. There definitely is a separation of 

power in the world from the powerful to the weak countries.  

I really had a good time and the Summit, and think it is a worthwhile project to keep 

going with in the future. Students loved it, and it was a great opportunity to bring 

people together and educate them at the same time. 

 

19. A View from Poland (Fall 08): 

I would have to say, that this experience has taught me a little more about global 

citizenship, sustainability, negotiations, global inequalities, and our global 

interdependence/ interconnectedness. One thing that I have learned about global 

citizenship is that it is a vital part of global sustainability. In order to achieve global 

sustainability people must first know about what is going on in the world around 

them. Therefore, there is really no chance of global sustainability without people 

acting as global citizens. I never realized how important being a global citizen was 

until now. Another thing that this experience has taught me is why it is so difficult to 

achieve global sustainability. Achieving this requires the efforts and cooperation of 

many people. The problem with that is people do not have similar views on all issues 

and with the number of people needed to make this happen, it makes it very difficult 

to obtain this goal of sustainability. As the chief negotiator, I obviously learned a 

little about negotiations. The main thing that I learned is money is not always the 

most important part of this process. I was pleasantly surprised when the poorer 

countries and the African Union proved this at the summit. As for global inequalities, 

I learned a little more about how the wealthier countries compared to the poorer 

countries. As the chief negotiator, I researched other countries assets and the size of 

the gap between the wealthy countries, and the poor countries was surprising to me. 

The thing that I have learned from this experience about our global 

interdependence/interconnectedness is that they are important parts of 

sustainability. We are all dependent on each other to do our part to achieve 

sustainability and we are all interconnected because what others do affects us, and 

what we do affects others. 

 

20. A View from Russia (Fall 08): 

Because of the Summit, I have been able to learn a lot more about global issues. For 

instance, I was able to see first-hand how much people really value their personal 

citizenship. There were many countries that seemed to really care about the 

countries that they were assuming for that night, and it showed through their 

posters, assorted baked goods, and multitudes of other regional goodies on each 

table. I did not sense as much of an embrace to global citizenship, though, especially 

if a country was associated with the United States. The mention of that country 

turned some countries into stone walls and threw others into a frenzy, which makes 

me think that the entire group‘s global citizenship attitude could use some work. 

Sustainability is something that could use some work, too, I think. I really did not 
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see as many people worrying about the economy or the environment as they were 

about education and such, although I may have missed it, as I was very busy during 

the Summit. Probably the biggest thing I learned about sustainability is how hard it 

is to achieve. Negotiations are something else that really stood out to me. I learned 

how hard it is for negotiators in the real world. We were just pretending and you 

could hardly make a deal with someone. Imagine what the real guys must go 

through every day! Not being listened to by a group of peers drove me nuts, and so I 

realized how much patience real world negotiators must really have, along with a 

knowledge on how their country stands on issues and being able to think on their 

feet. It gave me a great deal of respect for them. Global inequalities were very 

rampant in the Summit also. It became very obvious very fast that African countries 

would not be able to accomplish anything unless they banded together and got some 

big guns to help them, which to their credit, they did. I also saw how Global 

Southern countries can really band together in times of crisis. Finally, I was able to 

learn how connected we are as a globe. Nothing that anyone did was outside of 

everyone else‘s view. Everything that we did hinged on other countries‘ actions. It 

really was an eye-opener to see how everything we do affects others everywhere, 

and that made it all worthwhile. 

 

21. A View from Turkey (Fall 08): 

The things that I learned or maybe realized about this whole summit was that even 

though you are part of an alliance, your opinion is not really acknowledged or 

accepted. I thought that it seemed as though since we were paid to sign the 

resolution our voice did not matter. Which is probably what happens in real life, and 

it is sad but reality. Another thing that I realized was that even though there were a 

lot of countries trying to band together, their motives were different. If you look at 

it, the major countries(richest) came together to form a resolution that was in the 

interest of their countries, not necessarily for GLOBAL SUSTAINABILITY. Then other 

countries came together to form an alliance maybe for the same reason, but the 

alliance with the richer Global North countries DID NOT know the hardships of the 

other alliance. I think that our alliance was not as much interested in the others 

because our statistics are higher… education is not so much a priority because 

statistics show that we are pretty well off in that area. Most of us have clean water 

to drink, sewers that are working, space centers already formed and running. So it 

was more of who could get more support, but maybe not so much for the right 

reason…and in all reality that may just be the problem in global politics, poorer 

countries suffer because there is a reluctance to help others with problems that we 

don‘t know or have already overcome. 

 

22. Another view from  Turkey (Fall 08): 

I have learned that although individuals of certain countries may not realize it, every 

country has an affect on what happens to other countries.  This is especially true for 

relationships that happen from the Global North between the Global South and also 

events that happen between allied countries.  What is important for one country may 

not be important for others, so there has to be some type of compromise occurring 

for things to work out.   I have discovered that sustainability is the first priority, and 

after that is established, then countries can work on other important matters.  This is 

why countries of the Global South have different interests than countries of the 

Global North.  First, a country must take care of its basic problems such as poverty, 

hunger, and lack of shelter.  Not until this is solved can a country worry about other 

things like environmental or economic problems.  On the other hand one may 

actually cause the other to happen in the first place.  Negotiations may be made just 

over the basis of money depending on how rich or poor the country is.  If a wealthy 
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country wants something different than what a poor country wants, the wealthy 

country might just pay the poor country so that it can get what it wants.  Most of all, 

I have learned that the majority of people do not even realize how important it is to 

be a global citizen, and I finally understand. 

 

23. A View from Georgia (Spring 08): 

Prior to the Summit all that I knew was that Georgia was the birthplace of Josef 

Stalin (which is actually more than some people, as I found out at the Summit), but 

after the Summit I know about Georgia‘s past, it‘s current relations with other 

countries and relation to the Black Sea and other, domestic information that I didn‘t 

know before. I also learned about other countries. To conclude, I didn‘t really learn 

anything about why we should be concerned with global sustainability, but I did learn 

about how we can affect global sustainability on a global scale. 

 

24. And Another View from Georgia (Spring 08): 

I‘ve picked up quite a few things while participating in this summit.  I learned that it 

takes a lot more than sheer luck and brute force to get a global community together.  

One cannot simply believe that everyone can come out happy.  Sacrifices must be 

made to benefit the greater good.  Global sustainability is not an easy task, countries 

always have strife‘s or an underlying reason for not participating in a countries 

matters.  Politics and power always get in the way and in the past decade that power 

comes in the form of nuclear energy.  It‘s a very dangerous topic to discuss among 

the global community and I now realize that a wall is building between those who 

embrace its and who reject it.  There is still a huge gap between 

developing/struggling countries as opposed to the superpowers such as America and 

the like.  This in turn leaves the global community unstable to say the least.  I 

became aware through the interworking of this project that things like this instability 

need to be addressed and although some countries are catching on others could care 

less.  I realize that this is still a world divided but the things they do in the UN 

summit truly are amazing and are truly making a difference. 

Furthermore, this project was quite the experience.  I came out knowing more about 

not just the country I researched but about the interworkings of global politics.  I 

believe if we had more time and better organization with this project that this could 

have been an even greater experience other than that I think you guys did a pretty 

good job considering it was your first time and mine.  Overall it was a unique 

experience that will leave me with the most significant impression of the class.  The 

awards made it feel much more enjoyable and the resolutions made it a nerve 

racking and exciting experience. Thank you for this opportunity.   

 

25. A view from Italy (Spring 08): 

The entire summit was a learning experience.  I learned a lot about country‘s 

relations with one another and how maybe one stance a country can take could 

affect their international image.  I learned that negotiations are a lot harder than I 

thought.  It takes patience and the will of both parties involved to compromise and 

work together to meet a common goal.  In addition, I learned that being civil and 

polite during the negotiation process is a better way to get ones point across and 

attract alliances instead of coming off as arrogant or threatening.  The summit 

demonstrated how countries interact with one another and how each nation agreed 

upon that global sustainability is a global issue that needs everyone‘s cooperation to 

make it succeed. 

 

26. A view from Vietnam (Spring 08) 
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My view on global sustainability before the UN Global Summit was that every country 

had different problems, and that the UN was created to address the most serious 

problems that each member country faces. During the Summit, my views on global 

sustainability changed drastically. As the summit progressed, I realized that member 

countries that appeared to be globally insignificant were truly important in realizing 

the goal of sustainability. I never thought that Vietnam was an important agricultural 

and economic country. During my research, I quickly began to view Vietnam as an 

extremely productive country that is making great progress in addressing the human 

rights needs for its people. The Summit enlightened my perspective on the 

interconnectedness of all countries around the world. I think all students can benefit 

from this exercise, and that it should continue to be a required part of education in 

politics and government. 

 

27. A View from US (Spring 08): 

Even though we didn‘t win, I did learn a lot from this experience. I learned that the 

art of negotiations is tricky, especially when people have a negative predisposition to 

you. This experience also reaffirmed how selfish countries are. It seems to me that 

everyone is out to better themselves. It‘s not about making the world a better place, 

but rather, about bettering your country. This disheartens me and I know that it is 

negative, but it‘s true. In many cases, a compromise won‘t work. Many factors, such 

as economic, social, and political factors, influence sustainability. The US, and a few 

other countries, like Italy, do not support the Kyoto Protocol. Because of this, we 

could not sign anything that talked about adhering to the Kyoto Protocol 

requirements. I feel that some countries did not understand that we are all 

interconnected, and in this age of increasing globalization, that is dangerous. What 

happens in Malaysia DOES affect us here in the US whether we choose to believe it 

or not. I‘m also very grateful to this experience because it‘s helped me to decide that 

I want to do something like this for a living. I want to start an era of unselfishness 

and dispel anti-American sentiment any way that I can. I wasn‘t happy about the 

outcome of the summit, but I took a lot away from it nonetheless. And that makes 

us a winner anyways.  

 

28.  A View from Germany (Spring 08) 

This experience gave me an understanding of how diplomatic relations can solve 

major issues such as global sustainability. No matter what the differences countries 

have, we are all related through what resources we use. Even if a country doesn‘t 

have an issue (yet) with water, doesn‘t mean that countries that do share that 

problem won‘t use that water up. We are all in a sense in the same boat. If we don‘t 

take care of what was given to us, we lose it. Taking something for granted can 

cause some major issues. The whole world should be working together to create 

peace and harmony as well as renewable resources for all. Another thing that I have 

learned is that negotiations can be brutal, countries at other countries throats 

because of a wording issue in a letter or even war issues. Many countries have been 

at each others throats and I was happy to see that they put such issues behind them 

to promote global sustainability. Even some countries became greedy, asking more 

and more of one country just in order to gain money or power, sadly reminding me 

that the world isn‘t fair or complacent, but then I saw how we all came together to 

clean the earth and promote global citizenship and I was amazed at how we, as the 

world‘s people, can work together to better ourselves and others. 

 

29. A View from Israel (Spring 08): 

I am very embarrassed by my ignorance and lack of global knowledge.  When I was 

first researching Israel, I was surprised to learn that agricultural was a large portion 
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of their exports and how much they have improved their forests in the last few 

decades.  At one point, I found the question of how do you grow things in sand 

actually crossing my mind.  I then had to ask myself if I really did ask that.  I did, 

luckily I‘m not completely uneducated and I realized that Israel and the Middle East 

is not completely dessert as soon as my shameful question disappeared. 

Talking and letting other nations know what we had to offer was easy, but when it 

came to negotiations, it was much more difficult.  Luckily, most the negotiations 

were between our Ambassador and Negotiators and those representative positions of 

other countries.  So, I made sure to inform other countries of what we had to offer 

and introduced them to a member of our negotiating team.  The hardest part to 

negotiations was fulfilling everyone‘s needs; every country had a different need and 

want.  The U.K. did a great job in the end of incorporating all the ideas of its 

supporters.   

It is difficult for nations to function when members are trying to achieve different 

objectives or not communicating well enough.  I learned that government becomes 

more difficult to run as it grows larger.  It‘s easy to see how the miscommunication 

can happen between departments of the government and even the President and his 

cabinet.  We expect the political elite to be organized and are unforgiving of 

mistakes, but I now realize to be less judgmental, I‘m not saying it‘s acceptable but I 

know mistakes will happen.   

 

30. And another view from Israel (Spring 08): 

The UN certainly does need to make some more progressive moves towards 

achieving sustainability, but it‘s not easily done.  Who pays for it?  How are 

developing and developed nations treated?  Who comes up with the plan?  Who 

enforces it?  In the U.S., there are groups concerned about the UN becoming too 

powerful or influential.  I think an organization such as the UN should be capable of 

great things, but resistance from the U.S., as well as the difficulty in passing 

resolutions that appeal to every nation, can really hamper its efforts. 

 

31. A View from Rwanda (Spring 08): 

Being involved with the global summit I learned a lot. I learned that as citizens of 

this globe we all have different ways of looking at things. Some countries feel certain 

things like clean water are important and some countries only care about the 

economy. I learned that negotiations are very hard, especially when countries have 

different points of view. It is very hard to compromise some things; which in turn 

makes it impossible to agree on everything. Thinking about it I probably learned the 

most about global inequality. Living in the U.S. we have so many wonderful things, 

food, clean water, electricity, technology and so much more yet, when it came to 

making negotiations, the U.S. would not even look at signing on to our countries 

resolution. I know that there is no way for the whole world to be equal, but learning 

about Rwanda for the last few weeks, has really opened my eyes to what I have and 

what I should be thankful for in my life.  

 

32. A View from Canada (Spring 08): 

Upon completion of the Global Summit, I have learned many things about global 

citizenship, sustainability, negotiations, global inequalities, and our global 

interdependence/interconnectedness.  I now understand that even smaller nations 

play a major role in the world.  If we make a decision that upsets one of these 

smaller nations, they can be a major difference maker on resolution voting and the 

economy.  Canada relies heavily on trade from third world countries, and in order to 

keep this trade unharmed, we must keep that nation happy.  I have also learned that 

the biggest global inequality is money.  All smaller nations have little to no money, 
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so they must look to do the ―dirty-work‖ for the larger nations.  Since Canada has an 

insurmountable amount of money, countries such as Kazakhstan were only looking 

to sign a resolution if they were paid a large sum.  Kazakhstan did not care what the 

resolution was about; they only treasured the possibility of newfound temporary 

wealth. 

The Global Summit was an event that allowed myself to look at the outer layer of 

global negotiations.  By witnessing only this outer layer, I now have a new 

perspective and respect for those individuals trying to make the world a better place 

and attempting to comprise everyone‘s personal views.  I believe that my teammates 

and I did an excellent job representing Canada and accomplishing a joint resolution 

with multiple nations.  If I had an opportunity to participate in the Global Summit 

next year, I would in an instant. 

 

33. A View from South Africa (Spring 08): 

I have learned that compromise is incredibly important on the global scale when you 

are dealing with different countries that have totally different needs and perspectives 

on things. Everyone is out to serve themselves and put their countries first and get 

what they need and it is important to incorporate everyone and not make any 

countries feel inferior or insignificant. Having good personal relations is another 

aspect that can sway countries allegiances and so I believe that good polite manners 

are very important in dealing with other countries. I have also learnt a huge amount 

about global sustainability and the importance of it and how each country has 

different needs to keep their countries running smoothly. Alliances are incredibly 

important and they secure many of the needs that countries strive to achieve. In 

conclusion I thoroughly enjoyed this summit and I would do it all over again if I 

could. 

 

 

B. Overall educational impact of the Summit (representative comments on 

long-term/transformative effects of Summit): 

 

1. ―The global summit was a great experience for everyone involved. I truly think it is a 

great idea that promotes global values and cooperation. I had a great time 

throughout the whole experience and I would definitely hope this continues for future 

classes. It just goes to show that a little hard work and cooperation can go a long 

way in creating a better world for everyone in it.‖ 

2. ―I did enjoy the experience of the Global Summit and have learned a great deal from 

the event. It was amazing to watch the other students interact and the energy level 

was very high. I think that the most important thing that should be taken away from 

this experience is that all countries need to interact and are dependent on each other 

to achieve Sustainable Development. We are not in this alone. The richer parts of the 

world do need to help the poorer, underdeveloped parts of the world if we are to 

really make a difference.‖  

3. ―Over all, The Summit was fun and surprisingly insightful. The knowledge I gained 

enhanced my understanding of the world and the way in which different countries 

affect each other. Before taking this course I had little to no understanding about the 

countries of the world and how they interact with one another. Now after successfully 

completing the summit I have a far better understanding of how and why things 

happen and am capable of creating my own educated opinion. From a band that took 

all of Europe and the whole world by storm I leave you this quote. ―United we stand, 

divided we fall‖ – Roger Waters, Pink Floyd” 

4. ―I was nervous when introduced to the idea of the global summit. I was worried that 

I would not be able to perform my assigned duties. Also, I was angry that I was 
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required to meet outside of class time. However, after attending the pre-summit, all 

that anxiety and anger melted away. I was excited and enthused. This, in turn, 

transferred to me being more involved in class discussions. Altogether, I thought this 

global summit was a success both for those with the winning resolution and without 

the winning resolution. Those that did not have the winning resolution did not really 

lose. In fact, they probably learned more about negotiations than did the team with 

the winning resolution. I sincerely hope that the global summit is something that 

stays with the global politics course. This is a unique and fun way to process 

knowledge imparted in class while not sacrificing any lecture material.‖ 

5. ―Overall I think this is a really good project to experience at least once. Not only was 

it fun, and interesting, but also it helps to understand a lot about global politics. The 

only thing that I would change would be to have the Global Summit during normal 

class time because, some students had other things going on at that time, and it is 

hard to get off of work.  I do think that this is one project that should stay in the 

global politics curriculum.‖ 

6. ―All in all, I really enjoyed the Global Summit. At first when I heard about this 

project, I was really kind of sketchy about it but towards the end I realized just how 

much fun I could have with it. I learned a lot too, especially about Africa as a whole. 

I felt extremely lucky to have Aisha and Gozie in my group as well because the both 

of them are from Nigeria and know so much about it first hand. It‘s amazing to learn 

things about other countries that you would have never learned otherwise and I‘m 

really glad I got to be a part of Global Summit 2008.‖ 

7. ―Last but not least, what have I learned the last two months that have really affected 

me.  I know that things are not always equal, I mean I hear it every day, but to 

know that people are dying from the lack of nutrition or don‘t have access to clean 

water really upsets me.  From the day we did our in class activity to the global 

summit I did not realize that people don‘t have all the same things that people do in 

the United States or even Canada.  Many children in the world today are dying from 

malnutrition. The majority of these children are located in underdeveloped countries 

with inadequate food supplies.  All of this sounds horrible, and it is, but there are 

actions that we can take, and this is what we proved in the global summit. I feel that 

the global summit is something that every student should experience.  I not only 

gained a lot of knowledge about global citizenship and global inequalities but I also 

learned a lot of life lessons along the way.‖ 

8. ―It was amazing how lifelike this summit became.  We truly are stewards of the 

earth. If we can take initiative, regardless of stature, we can implement change.  If I 

learned anything from this summit, it‘s that with a spirit of compromise and a 

commitment to change, financial barriers will fall.  There are many global 

inequalities, which were made quite prevalent.  However, within these inequalities 

there were many commonalities.  To one degree or another many of the countries 

face the same problems, and if we can start with what we have in common, the 

things we differ in don‘t seem so radical.  I learned last semester that solar panels in 

Nevada over a few hundred miles would be enough to power the entire U.S.  Global 

sustainability is possible, but we need to work together to bring everyone up to the 

same level.  Nations in poverty aren‘t going to care about renewable energy when 

they‘re starving and dying.  We all need to step forward and give of ourselves and 

help our brothers and sisters in need.  Then as a united stewardship do our part to 

ensure then continuation of our planet for our children.  Future generations are 

something that all nations can agree to protect.‖ 

9. ―I was glad to be part of this project because it gave me a learning opportunity that 

no other college class or at least a general education class has given me before. 

Even though it proved you can‘t always depend on other group members to do their 

job, it did show that by sticking together and getting the work done you can still 
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come on top. Even if South Africa wasn‘t part of the winning group, it still would 

have been a great learning experience to meet others and learn about the world.‖ 

10. ―Even though we didn‘t win, I did learn a lot from this experience. What happens in 

Malaysia DOES affect us here in the US whether we choose to believe it or not. I‘m 

also very grateful to this experience because it‘s helped me to decide that I want to 

do something like this for a living. I want to start an era of unselfishness and dispel 

anti-American sentiment any way that I can. I wasn‘t happy about the outcome of 

the summit, but I took a lot away from it nonetheless. And that makes us a winner 

anyways.‖  

11. ―One week after the Global Summit, I find this information very interesting still and 

am trying to keep up more with the politics and what all happens in today‘s world.  

The Global Summit helped me realize what goes on everyday and am very happy 

that I could make it and participate with everyone in this event.   I think that you 

should do something like this every year because I have learned so much about my 

country and surprising many other countries out there that I never even cared to 

know about, but am happy that I have learned about it through this Summit!‖ 

12. ―I believe that it was a fantastic idea to have this global summit because it showed 

that we had to work together as a team and build a poster and negotiate stances 

with other countries. Even though before the summit our group had a little mix up 

with some people using D2L discussion, and others using email, we were able to 

come together in the end and create an outstanding poster. We all contributed fairly 

to the poster and negotiations, which made the summit go smoothly. I think 

everyone was at least able to take a little something away from the summit, even if 

it was only about their country. It was also great that the global summit started this 

year, and we were able to be the guinea pigs with it. As far as I‘m concerned, this 

should continue on every year because it builds strong character and gives everyone 

a chance to work with individuals from other classes. However, my only concern is 

that it was a little time consuming, as far as the research went, and I think more 

class time instead of outside work would have been nice.‖ 

13. ―Overall the global summit was a lot of work, but it was well worth it.  At first it 

seemed like a intimidating task, but after doing research and actually learning about 

global sustainability and the country of Argentina it became much less intimidating.  

I learned a lot more than I initially thought I would; such as global sustainability, 

negotiations, and also interdependence.  I would really recommend this to be done 

again next year and would encourage everyone to try something like this at least 

once.‖ 

14. ―The global summit showed me that I need to become a better global citizen.  I need 

to become better aware of not just Americans problems but every counties problem.‖ 

15. ―I learned many things from the Global Summit. I never really thought about 

sustainability or the consequences of the resources I use every single day until I had 

to research it for the summit.  I also thought I was against the use of nuclear energy 

and when I read the facts on that matter, my opinion changed. I also learned more 

on how negotiations really should work. There is a lot of preparation involved in 

researching and forming alliances and solutions to problems for just one meeting. It 

makes me realize that the people participating in summits have to be extremely 

informed to make a difference. For that, I appreciate the government even more. I 

really wish citizens would become more concerned with how and where our 

resources are being used, as many of them are nonrenewable. As for global 

inequalities, it‘s obvious that some countries are more powerful and therefore have 

more of an advantage over others. It also became clear how important team work 

can be, especially when it‘s between two countries trying to gain supporters and 

build alliances. If we had not had other countries cosign our resolution, I doubt we 

would have been able to persuade other countries to join us. All in all, I thought that 
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the Global Summit was a great learning device used in political science classes. It 

really makes us students open up our eyes to the world we live in and how 

government coincides with that.‖ 

16. ―‘For the next two hours you will be members of the international community 

representing your assigned countries. Stay in character – your participation grade 

will depend on it,‘ I read from the instruction sheet of my global summit project. To 

be honest, I thought this project was going to be lame when I first learned we had to 

do it. I thought I was going to be the only one in my group who actually cared about 

their grade and would actually want to work. I was amazed when I walked into the 

Global Summit and saw that everyone was so enthusiastic about participating.‖ 

17. ―Overall, it was a great experience and I come away with the knowledge of how the 
world works, on a simpler, friendlier level. ‖ 

18. ―Overall, the global summit was a great experience that helped me view both sides 

of global sustainability. It taught me to understand others needs and to ―let my 

guard down‖. I see things differently now because I noticed how cooperation 

between nations can create a beautiful thing. We can only hope that one day we will 

reach this, together, as a world.‖ 

19. ―Global Summit had an impact on all of us. For some it was simply a project they 

had to coast through to pass the class. For others it was a learning experience that 

showed us what others have to do on a daily basis. It showed us that things are not 

the way they are because they just happened that way. The world is the way it is 

because leaders make decisions affecting our lives differently everyday. To get the 

results you want you can‘t sit around and hope that things get better, you need to 

step up and take action. Rome wasn‘t built in a day…so why should the rest of the 

world? We can‘t rush something so delicate, otherwise it could end bad, for 

everyone.‖ 

20. ―At first I was quite skeptical of the Global Summit when it was assigned, but 

participating in it turned out to be rather enjoyable. What I had originally envisioned 

the Global Summit to be like turned out to be quite different.  I thought it was going 

to be quiet and boring, but it actually turned out to be chaotic and fun.  Our country 

ended up doing pretty well at the Summit too.  Even though we did not win, we got a 

lot of what we had wanted done accomplished. Also, the overall experience taught 

me a lot about global citizenship, sustainability, negotiations, and so much more.  I 

really hope that this project is something that the professors continue to do.‖  

21. ―Taking part in this project really taught me a lot, such as being a global citizen 

takes less effort that I previously thought it did; just simply follow the laws on 

pollution is to some degree being a global citizen. Even though we are Americans, 

what other people across the world are doing does affect us. Maybe not directly but 

sooner or later what is not being taken care of now will come to haunt us in the 

future. The biggest thing that I learned from this experience has to be that each 

country no matter how big or small, each person whether American or Chinese has 

an effect on what is done in the world.‖ 

22. ―Overall though I thought the Global Summit was a great idea, even though it turned 

out to be more work than I expected.  I believe it brought us all closer together as a 

class, group and students at UWGB, but that it also helped us a learn a thing or two 

about our world at the same time.  I really hope that they continue to do this project 

in the future to further help other students like it did myself.‖ 

23. ―The Global Summit was a fun, interesting experience.  It was at first difficult and 

confusing, but it became easier after we learned our roles and drafted our resolution.  

By the end of the Global Summit, I felt a sense of accomplishment in the work our 

group accomplished together and with other delegations.  I learned that although 

there are problems in the world, they can be fixed through the hard work and 

thoughtful consideration on leaders and citizens throughout the world.‖ 
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24. ―I feel the global summit made me a more informed and active global citizen and for 

that I am eternally grateful.‖ 

25. ―I feel the mock Global Summit of 2009 was one of the highlights of my semester. 

You really got the chance to play a part in a real-world situational exercise such as 

this, and I found it very relevant, especially in this day and age.‖ 

26. ―Overall, I think the summit was very successful and very organized for all the chaos 

that was happening. I would like to go to real summit just because I would now 

know what everyone is doing. It was a great and fun way to end the semester. I am 

definitely glad that I could partake in the Global Summit.‖ 

27.  ―In the end, I feel the summit was a really good group project for these three 

classes. It let us put into action what we have been learning all semester. I hope to 

see in the future years that this is an annual activity and the classes that participate 

enjoy it as much, as I think, we all did.‖ 

28. ―This was an awesome learning experience and it really helps you with your social 

skills and negotiating ability.‖ 

29. ―To put it bluntly, I am the epitome of a student who got the most of the Global 

Summit activity. When I first signed up for a country, I thought it would require me 

to glue some facts to a poster board and then possibly present the poster with my 

group in front of a class. So naturally, my gut instinct was to select Russia and 

glorify it like there was no tomorrow in front of my charming professor for an easy A. 

When I arrived at my first Global Summit meeting, I went with the intention of giving 

all the information that I gathered with my pre-summit responsibilities to whoever 

was in charge of making the poster and then leaving. As you can imagine, I was in 

for a rude awakening when our ambassador started asking me my thoughts on what 

countries we needed to ally with and what countries we could sway into signing our 

resolution. Luckily for me, this was only the first meeting, which meant I had plenty 

of time to buckle down and start learning what I needed to know in order for our 

country to be a success at the Global Summit.‖ 

30. ―Global Summit became my life.‖ 

 

C. Suggestions for the Future/Failures:  

1. ―I think that it would be nice to have set jobs for each person [at the actual 

Summit].  I, personally, had no idea what I was supposed to do and I know that the 

other people in my group didn't know what to do either.  Maybe if it was explained 

better what each individual had to do during the summit, then maybe it would have 

been a little easier and probably more fun too.‖ 

2. ―Well first of all I have to object to the term ‗global citizen‘ it makes no sense. A 

citizen is a person who gives an oath of allegiance in exchange for protection. I get 

how a person can be a citizen of a state, I pay taxes and supposedly get some form 

of protection; since I have never had to shoot anyone so I can assume the protection 

is at least somewhat effective. But I have never made any such allegiance to the 

whole world and I have no interest in doing so, I am not a global citizen I do not 

believe such a thing can even exist. 

I did not learn much about sustainability, I had already taken a class last year about 

sustainable development at UW-Fox, so any information I stumbled upon I had 

already learned about last year, this was mostly about global politics not really about 

sustainability. 

Negotiations are easier when you give answers with a lot of numbers in them. When 

I was meeting resistance in the negotiating process I started using statistics about 

my position and people usually caved, I think this is because they did not want to 

say something wrong and look foolish. I will use that trick in the future. 
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Global inequalities is another topic that I learned nothing. I already knew that the 

United States was rich Africa was poor and Europe was in the middle. So this was a 

case of not receiving any new information, while I did learn a lot about Libya as an 

individual country I didn't learn anything about the world as a whole. I think if there 

was any educational value to be gotten out of this exercise, and I am not sure that 

there was, it would be in social dynamics. This was a chance to screw with people 

and argue with them without any real world consequences for ones actions. So it 

gave the chance to try different negotiating technicians and see what works and 

what does not. But I think this project was not necessary and required too much 

effort for too little benefit. 

3. ―One thing that I think should have happened differently was the division of work. I 

believe that some jobs in the summit had much more work than others, and in my 

group people basically fought over work. This made the experience less fun and less 

realistic, as I would like to think that real delegates would act in a better manner, 

with more responsibility and maturity.‖ 

4. ―I‘m sorry to say that there really is nothing that I learned about global citizenship, 

sustainability, development, and the like, although I did learn quite a bit about the 

nation of Libya.  The exercise, while a somewhat fun and enlightening one, wasn‘t 

the most educational of experiences. I think that if most countries and people took 

more initiative and took the event more seriously, it would have been a much more 

fulfilling experience and I would have learned more. As it was, in my opinion, more 

of an opportunity to ‗win‘ or to socialize or even simply to get an easy ‗A‘ for most 

people, not much was taken seriously enough for me to learn much more about any 

country other than my own. All in all, I think it was a rewarding experience, but one 

that could be done better in the future if this sort of thing is attempted again.‖ 

5. ―I feel that the Global Summit was a successful event and I hope that it continues in 

the future.  I enjoyed how it forced countries to form their own type of government 

system.  It felt almost like we were part of a presidential cabinet.  The only criticisms 

of the summit that I have are the time in the semester it was held, and the groups 

we were in.  It is very hard for twelve people with very different schedules to find a 

time to meet in person rather than use the internet.  This becomes increasingly 

harder when it is close to the end of the semester.  Everyone had exams to study 

for, papers to write, and conferences to attend.  I think it would have been easier if 

all 12 students were from the same class so that when our class was cancelled we 

would have been able to meet.  Other than those few complaints, I found the summit 

to be very educational as well as fun.  Good luck with it in the future!‖ 

6. ―Another thing I think could have been changed with the Summit is the length of 

time allotted for the final Summit activities.  I think the entire process would have 

worked better if we were given more time to get everything worked out at the 

Summit because many of the countries were rushed in getting the final resolution 

done and it didn‘t allow for many of the other countries to review it as much as we 

would have liked to.‖ 

 

From anonymous reaction papers, asking for improvements and suggestions 

(representative sample of suggestions): 

 

1. ―All people need to be included more, not just people in the ‗quiet room‘.‖ 

2. ―Keep it quiet for news breaks.‖ 

3. ―I did not like the whole D2L thing. I wish it would have been more in-class type 

of activity.‖ 

4. ―I think what did not work was that many people did not utilize D2L. The 

importance of it should be stressed more.‖ 
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5. ―I think the financial issues should be more of a competition. That would make 

ICUs more important.‖ 

6. ―Get everyone involved, have smaller teams so everyone gets to negotiate.‖ 

7. ―What could be better is a separate quiet room for the scientists and human 

rights people to negotiate in a more formal way.‖ 

8. ―The doors should open at 1 not any sooner. People were in there way before I 

was as this was a disadvantage.‖ 

9. ―It was well organized, but it would be nice if the Summit was on a weekday 

other than Friday.‖ 

10. ―The negotiations and press releases worked well, but we could definitely use 

more time reading and viewing posters from the other countries.‖  

11. ―More time should be allowed for negotiations.‖ 

12.  ―I think that ICUs should be incorporated better.‖ 

13. ―I think creating the resolution was the hardest, so maybe more explanation or 

examples would have been more helpful.‖ 
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Appendix I 

 

Summit Format, Rules, and Role Descriptions 

 

 

FOR THE NEXT 2 HOURS YOU WILL BE MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

COMMUNITY REPRESENTING YOUR ASSIGNED COUNTRIES 

 

STAY IN CHARACTER – YOUR PARTICIPATION GRADE WILL DEPEND ON IT! 

 

 

Global Summit Instructions: 

 

 Each student is a part of 8 member delegation representing a particular country (30 

delegations total) 

 Country delegations find their tables and set up their posters 

 Country‘s delegates circulate around the Summit premises visiting their counterparts 

in other countries. After initial conversations, official negotiations start. 

 Both ambassadors and negotiators for each delegation must know their country‘s 

financial position (how much it can offer and how much it might need) 

 Each delegation must either get minimum 5 other countries to support its resolution 

or join others 

 Press secretary in each delegation serves as a liaison between ambassadors and 

negotiators and the rest of country delegation teams and reports on the status of 

negotiations, offering breaking news (at the media corner), if necessary. 

 Ambassadorial staff must return to the country table for updates and delegation 

approval. 

 Think strategically, what countries are more likely to support your resolution, how 

much can your delegation ―pay‖ others to support your resolution, or how much your 

delegation can get from others in exchange for its support 

 Money is not everything in negotiations – diplomatic skills, persuasion, even shaming 

other countries are AS IMPORTANT as pure financial pressure. 

 Countries cannot violate their own principles, history, and international reputation by 

being motivated solely by money or personal friendships with members of other 

delegations. 

 At the end, not only the delegations whose resolutions got necessary support, but 

the countries that were the most resourceful and globally-spirited will be recognized. 

 

Summit Timetable:  

 

Summit Timetable:  

 

1. Setting up tables and last minute strategy planning for the team: (before summit, first 

come, first served)  

 

2. Unofficial visits by various delegations (30 min.)  

 ambassadorial staff enters sequestered room 

 rest of group conducts unofficial discussions (2 people minimum should stay at 

table, others visit other countries‘ tables) 
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3. Delegations reconvene (10 min.) – ambassadorial staff returns to delegation table for last 

strategic update/planning session 

 

4. First News Break (5 min.) 

 

5. Negotiations and getting support of minimum 5 other delegations, the alliance with 

maximum number of members wins (60 mins.) 

 

 Ambassadorial staff MUST return to country table every 15 minutes for consultations 

and updates 

 Media breaking news (every 20 min – 3 additional at 5 min. each). 

 

6. Poster and Delegation Evaluation (concurrent with negotiations, 60 min.) 

 

 Remaining delegates discuss their nomination for: 

 

1. Diplomatic Geniuses Award (best diplomats) 

2. Global Spirit Award (most creative team) 

3. Financial Whiz Award (financially savviest team) 

4. Best Poster Award (Substance) 

5. Best Poster Award (Visual Design) 

 

 Media breaking news (every 20 min – 3 additional at 5 min each) 

 

 Consultations with ambassadorial staff every 15 mins. 

 

7. Resolution with the largest amount of supporters wins 

 

8. Awards and Summit Honors (15 min.) 

 

 Vote for Diplomatic Geniuses Award (best diplomats) 

 Vote for Global Spirit Award (most creative team) 

 Vote for Financial Whiz Award (financially savviest team) 

 Vote for Best Poster Award (substance) 

 Vote for Best Poster Award (visual design) 

 

 Award Ceremony honoring authors of winning resolution 

 

Award ceremonies and debriefing in class on Monday/Tuesday (plus discretionary awards). 

 

Role Descriptions for the Global Summit 

 

1. Ambassador 

 

Responsibilities before the Summit: researches the assigned country‘s position on 

sustainable development as voiced by its chief executive and his/her cabinet. 

Responsibilities during the Summit: a leader of a country‘s delegation, makes sure that 

the country team achieves its goals during the Summit without sacrificing its identity. 

Poster contribution: official country position on sustainable development/official 

resolution on sustainable development.  

 

2. Deputy Ambassador:  
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Responsibilities before the Summit: responsible for group‘s cohesion and effective 

functioning during the pre-Summit preparations, enforces discipline and completion of 

poster assignments by all group members. 

Responsibilities during the Summit: assists Ambassador and provides logistical support 

to members of the country delegation (including helping negotiators during the impasses 

and engaging in personal diplomacy). 

Poster contribution: history of the country‘s participation in international affairs and 

diplomacy (year of UN membership, ratification of international environmental and 

sustainable development treaties and resolutions, position on the Kyoto Protocol, etc.) 

 

3. Chief Negotiator:  

 

Responsibilities before the Summit: researches and identifies potential allies for the 

assigned country, potential negotiation strengths and weaknesses of the assigned country in 

negotiation process and circulates preliminary alliance proposals to friendly nations. 

Responsibilities during the Summit: conducts negotiates with other countries, secures 5 

allies for the resolution or lends support for another country‘s resolution in exchange for 

certain benefits to the assigned country, reports to ambassadors (has pass to the secure 

room). 

Poster contribution: list and a brief description of assigned country‘s international allies 

and/or donors and a brief statement of the assigned country‘s bargaining strengths and 

weaknesses (in other words, what are potential benefits that your country can offer to other 

countries, what are its resources in convincing others to join your version of the resolution 

or offers would convince your assigned country to join others). 

 

 

4. Press Secretary:  

 

Responsibilities before the Summit: presents assigned country‘s positions and important 

new initiatives designed to persuade others and exert some moral pressure on the 

international community through press releases. 

Responsibilities during the Summit: follows negotiators and observes the breakthroughs 

and impasses experienced by assigned country‘s delegation, produces breaking news 

briefs/press releases to bring successes and failures of negotiations to the attention of the 

international community. 

Poster contribution: description of major media outlets in the country, their position on 

sustainable development/environmental issues and their international visibility. 

 

5. PR Coordinator:  

 

Responsibility before the Summit: makes sure that every member of the team submits 

their poster contributions prior to the summit and works closely with the deputy 

ambassador on eradicating any free-riding in the group, communicates with group members 

prior to the Summit. The major go-to person before the Summit. 

Responsibilities during the Summit: presents the country‘s poster to visiting delegations 

from other countries. 

Poster contribution: responsible for graphic design of the country poster and its 

professional presentation. 

 

6. Country Chief Environmental Scientist:  
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Responsibilities before the Summit: researches the environmental and related problems 

of the assigned country as well as the status of its environmental movement and its 

successes and failures. 

Responsibilities during the Summit: makes sure that the scientific and environmental 

points of view is represented and not neglected during the country‘s negotiations, lobbies 

for sustainable development 

Poster contribution: a statement on the degree of environmental degradation in the 

assigned country and its major environmental problems. 

 

 

7. Country High Commissioner for Social, Economic and Cultural Rights; 

 

Responsibilities before the Summit: researches the issues of human rights, 

disadvantaged groups, and historical and current discrimination in the assigned country. 

Responsibilities during the Summit:  makes sure that the rights of indigenous people or 

other historically discriminated populations are not endangered, a chief advocate for human 

rights, especially those of women, indigenous people, or religious/ethnic minorities. 

Poster contribution: Statement on the status of the disadvantaged populations in 

assigned country (women, religious minorities, immigrant communities, indigenous people, 

urban poor) and how they can benefit from sustainable development. 

 

8. Country’s Chief Financial Official/Banker: 

 

Responsibilities before the Summit: researches the country‘s budget, its assets and 

international financial obligations, export earning and import expanses (in other words trade 

balance).  

Responsibilities during the Summit:  responsible for country‘s bargaining power and has 

actual monetary funds; offers monetary rewards to persuade others to join the assigned 

country‘s resolution or decides which other countries‘ offers are in the best financial and 

business interest of assigned country. 

Poster contribution: statement on how much can a country spend on persuading others to 

join its own sustainability resolution or how much would the country need in foreign 

assistance to go sustainable or to simply foster more development. This is the point of view 

of business and financial community in a country. 

 

Note: if a group has only 7 people, deputy ambassador also assumes the role of press 

secretary (in addition to his/her own responsibilities). 
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Appendix II 

 

List of Countries Participating in Global Summit 

 

LIST OF COUNTRIES PARTICIPATING IN THE GLOBAL SUMMIT 

 

 

1. Kenya 

2. South Africa 

3. Rwanda 

4. Nigeria 

5. China 

6. Vietnam 

7. Japan 

8. India 

9. Kuwait 

10. Turkey 

11. Israel 

12. Libya 

13. Australia 

14. Brazil 

15. Argentina 

16. Mexico 

17. Panama 

18. Jamaica 

19. Canada 

20. US 

21. France 

22. Germany 

23. UK 

24. Poland 

25. Finland 

26. Italy 

27. Russia 

28. Kazakhstan 
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Appendix III 

 

Example of Research Resources for Global Summit 

 

Overall Sources 

 

General 

 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html 

 http://www.un.org/ 

 http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/index.html 

 http://www.yaleglobal.yale.edu/ 

 http://www.globalization101.org/  

 http://www.csis.org/ (Center for Strategic and International Studies)  

 http://www.uwgb.edu/furlongs/index.html 

 http://www.ycsg.yale.edu/ 

 http://www.globalpolicy.org/ngos/index.htm 

 http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/ 

 http://www.colby.edu/personal/t/thtieten/sustainbiblio.html (Bibliography of 

Scholarly Journal Articles) 

 http://www.athgo.org/highlights/summary_resolutions.html (sample summary 

resolutions) 

 

Business/Economic 

 http://www.imf.org/external/index.htm (International Monetary Fund) 

 http://www.wto.org/ (world Trade Organization)  

 http://www.businessmonitor.com/ 

 http://www.economist.com/ 

 

Social/Human Rights/Environmental 

 http://www.amnesty.org/ (Amnesty International) 

 http://www.hrw.org/ (Human Rights Watch)  

 http://www.greenpeace.org/usa/ (Greenpeace)  

 http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/global/hdr2007-2008/ (UN human Development 

Reports) 

 

Media  

 http://news.bbc.co.uk/ 

 www.cnn.com 

 www.nytimes.com 

 www.msnbc.com  

 www.iht.com (International Herald Tribune) 

 http://www.moscowtimes.ru/indexes/01.html 

 

 

Scholarly Journals and Databases 

 International Studies Review 

 International Studies Quarterly 

 Foreign Affairs 

 International Organization 

 Foreign Policy Analysis 

 International Affairs 

 International Journal of World Peace 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html
http://www.un.org/
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/index.html
http://www.yaleglobal.yale.edu/
http://www.globalization101.org/
http://www.csis.org/
http://www.uwgb.edu/furlongs/index.html
http://www.ycsg.yale.edu/
http://www.globalpolicy.org/ngos/index.htm
http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/
http://www.colby.edu/personal/t/thtieten/sustainbiblio.html
http://www.athgo.org/highlights/summary_resolutions.html
http://www.imf.org/external/index.htm
http://www.wto.org/
http://www.businessmonitor.com/
http://www.economist.com/
http://www.amnesty.org/
http://www.hrw.org/
http://www.greenpeace.org/usa/
http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/global/hdr2007-2008/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.cnn.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.msnbc.com/
http://www.iht.com/
http://www.moscowtimes.ru/indexes/01.html
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Sources Jamaica 

 

 

Jamaica 

 Government of Jamaica‘s Information Service http://www.jis.gov.jm/  

 Embassy of Jamaica http://www.embassyofjamaica.org/  

 Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade http://www.mfaft.gov.jm/  

 Media: Jamaica Gleaner online news  http://www.jamaica-gleaner.com/  

http://www.jis.gov.jm/
http://www.embassyofjamaica.org/
http://www.mfaft.gov.jm/
http://www.jamaica-gleaner.com/
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Appendix IV 

 

INTERNATIONAL CURRENCY UNITS DISTRIBUTION 

 

RICH COUNTRIES: 

 

1. US: 19 (largest economy, both in absolute numbers and in per capita) 

2. Germany: 15 (3rd largest economy) 

3. Japan: 15 (2nd largest economy) 

4. UK: 14 

5. Australia: 14 

6. France: 14 

7. Finland: 14 

8. Canada: 14 

9. Italy: 14 

 

SECOND TIER (MIDDLE INCOME COUNTRIES): 

 

1. Turkey: 6 

2. South Africa: 6 

3. Israel: 6 

4. Russia: 6 

5. Kuwait: 6 

6. Poland: 6 

7. Estonia (Wildcard): 6 

 

THIRD TIER (NEWLY INDUSTRIALIZED AND RESOURCE RICH COUNTRIES): 

 

1. Libya: 4 

2. Kazakhstan:  4 

3. Mexico: 4 

4. Argentina: 4 

5. India: 4 

6. Brazil: 4 

7. Egypt: 4 

8. China: 4 

 

POOR COUNTRIES: 

 

1. Rwanda: 1 

2. Vietnam: 1 

3. Kenya: 1 

4. Nigeria: 1 

5. Panama: 1 

6. Jamaica: 1 

 

 

 

TOTAL: 30 
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INTERNATIONAL CURRENCY UNITS 

 

 

 

1,000,000,000 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL CURRENCY UNITS 

 

INTERNATIONAL CURRENCY UNITS 

 

 

 

1,000,000,000 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL CURRENCY UNITS 

 

INTERNATIONAL CURRENCY UNITS 

 

 

 

1,000,000,000 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL CURRENCY UNITS 
 

 

 

Appendix V 
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D2L Content and Discussion Areas 

 

Content Page: 

 

Visualizing global distribution of greenhouse gases 

article of interest 

Reflection paper assignment and summit evaluations -- Required for Everybody 

team and self evaluations -- everyone complete! 

Here's a description of what's needed for the reflection paper 

Additional Instructions and Clarifications for PR, Press Secretaries and Bankers 

Press Secretaries and PR -- More information about press releases, breaking news 

and putting your poster together 

Press Secretaries -- This is what will happen during the Summit: Breaking News 

Bankers -- More information on how to create a financial recommendation for your 

country 

Instructions and Assistance: All Delegations 

Role Descriptions 

Sample Resolution 

Tips for Writing Resolution 

1-pg article: Reconceptualizing Sustainability 

4-pg article: UN Human Sustainable Development Model 

PowerPoint Presentation: Intro to Global Summit 

International Currency Units Distribution 

Negotiations Instructions: co-sponsor vs. signatory 

What to do after pre-Summit 

Summit Instructions 

List of Nations Participating 

Last Minute Instructions Before the Summit 

Nation Sources 

Argentina 

Australia 

Brazil 

Canada 

China 

javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
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Finland 

Germany 

India 

Israel 

Italy 

Japan 

kazakhstan 

Kenya 

Kuwait 

Lybia 

Mexico 

Nigeria 

Panama 

Poland 

Russia 

Rwanda 

South Africa 

Turkey 

UK 

US 

Vietnam 

France 

Jamaica 

Alternative Assignment 

for those of you who cannot participate in global summit 

Student Lists By Country and Role (Ballots) 

argentina 

australia 

brazil 

canada 

china 

finland 

javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
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france 

germany 

india 

israel 

italy 

jamaica 

japan 

kazakhstan 

kenya 

kuwait 

libya 

mexico 

nigeria 

panama 

poland 

russia 

rwanda 

south africa 

turkey 

united kingdom 

united states 

vietnam 

 

Discussions Page: 

Global Summit: Results 

Global Resolution on Sustainable Development 

Members of winning alliance 

Award winners 

Miscellaneous 

Ask a question 

Resolutions and Press Releases 

Draft Resolutions: All Nations 

Press Releases: All Nations 

javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
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Nation Discussions 

Argentina 

Australia 

Brazil 

Canada 

China 

Finland 

France 

Germany 

India 

Israel 

Italy 

Jamaica 

Japan 

Kazakhstan 

Kenya 

Kuwait 

Libya 

Mexico 

Nigeria 

Panama 

Poland 

Russia 

Rwanda 

South Africa 

Turkey 

UK 

US 

Vietnam 

Private Nation Discussions 

ARGENTINA 

AUSTRALIA 

javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
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BRAZIL 

CANADA 

CHINA 

FINLAND 

FRANCE 

GERMANY 

INDIA 

ISRAEL 

ITALY 

JAMAICA 

JAPAN 

KAZAKHSTAN 

KUWAIT 

LIBYA 

KENYA 

MEXICO 

NIGERIA 

PANAMA 

POLAND 

RUSSIA 

RWANDA 

SOUTH AFRICA 

TURKEY 

UNITED KINGDOM 

UNITED STATES 

VIETNAM 

private alliance discusion areas 

alliance 1 (Brazil, India, France, Poland and others) 

alliance 2 (US, Germany and others) 

alliance 3 

 

javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
javascript://
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Appendix VI 

 

Room Setup for Global Pre-Summit 
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Appendix VII 

 

Alternative Assignment 

 

 

Students that cannot participate in the Global Summit on October 3 and November 7 may 

do the following research project: 

 

Global Citizenship:  What Is It All About?  Perspective from the United Nations 

 

You are to write an 8-10 page paper explaining how the United Nations operates, and how 

nations work together to agree on resolutions or policy, such as a resolution on global 

sustainability.   

 

First briefly outline the history of the United Nations since its inception and comment on the 

changing role of the UN after the end of the Cold War.  

 

Next address all of the following questions: 

 

 Why is the United Nations important?   

 How does global policy (security, environmental, etc.) develop?  Illustrate by giving 

examples of specific international treaties, resolutions, and protocols. 

 What is the process through which resolutions and other global policy documents are 

adopted? How does the global community deliberate and come to an agreement?  

(Provide specific examples.)   

 Why does the global community occasionally fail to build a consensus? Give 

examples. 

 Lastly, what would happen if the United Nations disbanded?  What would be the 

effects for the United States? The rest of the World? 

 

Papers are to be well-written and organized.  Papers are also to cite at a minimum 6 outside 

scholarly sources (books and/or articles).  You can start in journals such as Foreign Affairs, 

Harvard International Review, Foreign Policy, and International Organization.  Students are 

encouraged to visit the UN webpage and get resources from there: 

http://www.un.org/english/ 

 

If you are unsure about how to cite sources, use the journal database, or other research-

related questions, you should be sure to consult your library and your librarian!  They can 

offer you lots of help and direction. 

 

 Assignment is due in class the same day summit reflection papers and self- and 

group evaluations are due. 

http://www.un.org/english/
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Appendix VIII 

 

Example of Country Ballot 

 

ARGENTINA 

Election Ballot 

 

 

Groups are to elect the following positions by printing names in the spaces.  Be sure to 

review all role descriptions for each position.  Please turn in this ballot to the 

instructors before you leave pre Summit. 

 

 

 

1. Ambassador:          

 

 

2. Deputy Ambassador:         

 

 

3. Chief Negotiator:          

 

 

4. PR Coordinator:          

 

 

5. Country Chief Environmental Scientist:       

 

 

6. Country High Commissioner for Social, Economic, and Cultural Rights: 

 

            

 

 

 

7. Country‘s Chief Financial Officer/Banker:      

 

 

8. Press Secretary:          
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Appendix IX 

 

Last Minute Instructions Before Summit 

 

Just a couple of brief reminders for Friday: 

 

1. Stay in Character – your country‘s character is IMPORTANT. If your country 

supports Kyoto, for example, don‘t sacrifice it in exchange for money or glory of 

being a creator of a winning global resolution. 

 

2. At the same time, if you can compromise with others without destroying your 

identity, bring all possible allies together -- even seemingly improbable ones -- on 

one JOINT resolution. Just because things did not work out in the past 

between some countries, there is no reason why we cannot strive for a 

better future.  

 

3. If you do not have allies yet – and nobody will have enough allies to win before 

the Summit, NO PROBLEM! The bulk of negotiations will happen on Friday. 

 

4. How will the Global Summit look like? – large room, tables, countries having 

their own tables, allies will be next to each other, there will be ambassadors‘ room to 

finish negotiations in a quiet atmosphere, there also be media stand with sign up 

sheet and mike. 

 

5. Format of Summit (just to give you an idea): Welcome by a mystery guest, 

embarking on unofficial visits for the delegations while ambassadors/negotiators 

work in ―quiet area,‖ delegations reconvene, final negotiations and poster/delegation 

contest (see instructions under content), media breaks, awards vote and awards 

ceremony, conclusion and farewell. 

 

6. bring ICUs and the most updated copies of your draft resolutions to Summit. 

 

 

7. All countries already posted their draft and modified joint resolutions; now would be 

the time to come with urgent press-releases urging for alliances or revealing some 

behind the scene shenanigans or have it for the breaking news at the Summit. 

Good-natured fun is the word! 

 

8. Poster and paper copy of resolution: Have your own resolution on poster and if it 

is a solo resolution – a copy of it at your table; if you already joined others, have 

your original resolution/position on the poster and copies of JOINT resolution at the 

table. Each country member of the alliance should have a copy of the JOINT 

resolution at the table. (ambassadors working in quiet room should also have 

the most updated versions of resolutions, including joint resolutions). 

 

9. What to do if there are people missing – if somebody other than ambassador 

dropped the ball, move on. If you are missing AMBASSADOR – move the deputy 

ambassador up to resume Ambassador‘s position, if not Deputy, Negotiator(s) 

take(s) over your delegation‘s leadership.  But obviously it is a group project so try 

to work and help each other. We are all learning together. 

 

10.  Poster contribution for each student in the delegation – the rule of thumb is 

+/- 1 page, but it really depends on student‘s role in the delegation, can be more 
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(say resolution can be more), can be less (say banker‘s statement can be less). We 

are mostly looking for quality, not just quantity here, exercise your judgment and 

make sure each student‘s contribution is treated equally. Post your sources on D2L 

or affix them to the back of the poster board.  

 

 

MOST IMPORTANT THING: HAVE FUN, BE GOOD GLOBAL CITIZENS, LEARN, AND 

ENJOY THE SUMMIT! 

 

   ~~~~ Your Global Summit Team 

 

COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS: 

Here are the answers to your very important alliance questions:  

1. Can a country join several alliances?  

-- No. When making alliances, each country can support only one resolution (which could 
be the one they write!).  

2. Does each country in the alliance need 5 other countries to support it? That is, if two 
countries co-sponsor, does each country need another 5 sponsors?  

-- No, each resolution needs minimum 5 supporters (in addition to its original sponsor).  

3. What happens if countries merge their resolutions or incorporate large portions of each 
other resolutions? What‘s the difference between co-sponsor and signatory? 

-- A combined joint resolution is created for all countries merging their resolutions to sign. 

In this case, countries that joined alliance are co-sponsors. If countries sign onto a 

resolution, they become signatories and their own resolutions are not incorporated into 
global resolution, but they recieve ―foreign aid‖ (ICUs) to pursue their sustainability goals.  

4. Can alliance be broken?  

--Yes, but at a high cost to the breaker! Others in the alliance can publicize this fact through 
press releases or can try to re-convince the breaker to join them again.  

5. Can a country wishing to ally with others bargain with several countries in exchange for 
supporting their resolution?  

-- Yes, it would be in every country's best interest. But stay in character!!! If there are 

fundamental differences between your countries' resolutions, no amount of 
bargaining/money should change that. 
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Appendix X 

 

Summit Room Setup 

 

 
 



 85 

Appendix XI 

 

Ballots for Best Posters and Teams 

 

 

Argentina 

 

Please nominate 3 countries in each category 

 

Diplomatic Geniuses Award (best diplomats)___________________________ 

Global Spirit Award (most creative team)______________________________ 

Financial Whiz Award (financially savviest team)________________________ 

Best Poster Award (substance)______________________________________ 

Best Poster Award (visual design)____________________________________ 

 

 

Please submit your primary ballots to instructors 30 minutes prior to the end of 

summit 

 

Please vote on merits; this is not popularity contest 
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Appendix XII 

 

POINT BY POINT INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE DAY OF SUMMIT AND IMMEDIATELY 

AFTER 

 

3-4PM 

sign-up (attendance).  

ushering in students and directs them to tables;  

distributing badges and primary ballots to country delegations‘ tables;  

setting powerpoint and last minute stuff, including signs and getting camera ready 

4-5:45 PM 

1. Supervision of ambassadors (quiet) room (ambassadors, deputies and negotiators 

ONLY!!) 

 

2. Supervision of breaking news sign-up and resolution posting area. 

 

3. Tabulation of primary results (up to 9 top finalist per each of 5 awards) and 

transmission of results to be included on powerpoint for clickers voting (at 5:15) 

 

4. Running the powerpoint (setting the powerpoint for a vote), general inquiries, 

observations 

 

Last 15 min (4:45-5:00PM): 

1. Voting by clickers (5 slides, do not reveal winners) 

 

2. filling out winning alliance certificates (one per delegation) 

 

3. awards ceremony for winning resolution, final words 

 

4. Kevin: videotaping awards 

After Summit  

     Same Day: 

 

Fill out certificates for winning teams (5 awards plus 3 discretionary awards for each 

class) 

 

Next Day(s) 

 

Displays of posters in MAC Winter Garden (double check that we have tables set up 

for 2 weeks after the Summit) keep 2 weeks 

 

Awards and debriefing in classes 
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Appendix XIII 

 

Global Summit Reflection Paper Instructions: 

 

Write a 3 page paper (double-spaced, 12-point font, normal margins) in which you should 

answer the following questions: 

 

 

1. What was your role in your country‘s delegation? Based on your role, what were your 

top priorities and why? 

2. What did you envision would happen at the summit? And what did actually happen? 

3. How did your country fare? In what areas and why was it successful? What would 

you like to have happened differently? 

4. What (if anything) have you learned about global citizenship, sustainability, 

negotiations, global inequalities, or our global interdependence/interconnectedness? 

 

 

 

This is an individual, not a group, paper and it will be graded accordingly.  

 

It is not a research paper, hence there are no right or wrong answers.  

 

Be thoughtful, reflective, thorough and, most importantly, address all 4 points listed 

above, especially # 4 (use subheadings designating these 4 points, if necessary). 

 

Use proper grammar and sentence structure and proofread the paper. 

 

Reflection paper, together with your Summit participation, self and group evaluations, and 

poster contribution, will count for 20% of the final grade. 
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Global Summit delegate team and self evaluation    

Your name: ___________________________     

Class:________________________________  

 

Please take a few minutes to respond to the questions below.  Your comments are 

completely confidential, so please be as candid and fair as possible.  Your evaluation is 

part of the basis for assigning the participation component of the Global Summit grade, as 

well as distinguishing different levels of work among team members. Attach the 

evaluation to your reflection paper. 

 

Your participation   Candidly evaluate your effort and participation for the Summit, 

according to the criteria listed below.  Please give yourself a grade (using the A, AB, B, BC, 

C, D, F scale) in each category. 
 
 

 
Prepared for 

my role 

 
Participated  

meaningfully 

 
Took initiative 

 
Pre-Summit activities 

 
 

 
 

 
 

During the Summit    

 

Team member participation Using the same scale as before, please evaluate the 

members of your team.  Be FAIR and CAREFUL in your evaluations, giving the most 

appropriate grade for the team.  

 
 
Name of delegate team 

member 

 
Was prepared 

 
Participated 

meaningfully 

 
Took initiative 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

Would you like to explain/discuss any of your ratings? 

 


